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proposed to introduce a great number of
Bills into this House this session for the
simple reason that, I think, we would
be wasting time, remembering that there
are such measuares as the Health Bill, the
Licensing Bill, the Redistribution of
Seats Bill, and a few minor Bills to be
got through in another place. 1 hope the
other place wiil be sufficiently advanced
by the time we meet again to keep us
going. This adjournment will obviate the
necessity for country members to come
a long distance for, perhaps, a day’s sit-
ting a week. T move—

That the House ai its rising ad journ
to Tuesday, the Gth September.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 11 p.m,

M
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., aud read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: 1, Report
of the Royal Commissien appointed to in-
quire into charges made by Mr. A. A
Wilson against the trustees of the Collie
Coal Mines Accident Relief Fund Trust.
2, Return showing aeccidents to guards
and shunters in the Railway Department.
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QUESTION—UNCHARTED ROCKE,
“PERICLES” WRECK.

Mr. MURPHY asked the Premier: 1,
Ts it the iniention of the Government o
coutinue the search for the rock upon
which the “Pericles” is supposed to have
struek? 2, If so, will the Government, in
keeping with the importance of the dan-
ger to human Kves and the amount of
private property concerned, commence
the research as soon as possible?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Gov-
ernment have requested that one of the
vessels of the Australian Fleet be des-
patehed to thoroughly examine the waters
in the vicinity of the position given by
the master of the “Pericles” as to where
the ship struck; all that was possible
having already been done by the Govern-
ment with the appliances available to find
the rock. 2, The Government are await-
ing a reply to the communication re-
ferred to from His Ewcce]lency the Com-
mander-in-Chief,

QUESTION—GOVERNMENRT OFFI-
CES RENTED.

Mr. KEENAN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the total rental paid
or payable by the State Government for
offices rented in the city of Perth for the
vse of State Government institutions? 2,
What provision, if any, is made in respect
of such tenancies for snrrender of same?

The PREMIER {for the Minister for
Works) replied: 1, £1,850 per annum.
2, All these tepancies, with the exception
of the following, are terminable on either
one week’s or one month’s notice :—Taxa-
tion Depariment offices, 30th Sepiember,
1911.  Charities Department and Child-
rer’s Court, 31st October, 1911. Stores
Department’s offices, 6 months’ notice.

QUESTION—TREASURY FUNDS,
INTEREST.

Mv. KEENAN asked the Treasurer: 1,
Has he entered into negotiations with any
bank or banks carrying on business in
Weslern Australia to take on deposit for
a fixed period or otherwise moneys now
in his hands as Colonial Treasurer? 32,
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What amount has been offered by him
on such deposit? 3, Have these negotia-
tions heen completed with any bank? 4,
What amount has been arranged to he
placed an such deposit? 5, What rate of
interest is payable on such deposit? 6,
Arve the moneys so deposited moneys re-
ceived under any loan aunthorisation? 7,
What rate of interest is payable to the
original lenders of such moneys, allowing
for the price at which the loan was sub-
seribed and all charges incurred in the
flotarion of the loan?

The TREASURER replied: 1, The
Associaled Banks have lLeen approached.
2, £200,000. 3, No. 4, Answered by No.

3. 5, Ditto. 6, No. 7, Answered hy
No. 6.
QUESTIONS (2)—ESPERANCE

DISTRICT.
Selections, cost of railway.

Mr. SCADDAN (for Mr. Hudson)
asked the Minister for Lands: 1, What is
Mr, Muir’s estimate of the eost of the
Norseman-Esperance Railway? 2, What
arvea of land has been selected and ap-
proved in the Fitzgerald and Esperance
districts since the 1st Jannary last? 3,
What area has been applied for in these
distriets and not vet approved? 4, What
is the total amount to be paid as the pur-
ehase priee for sueh lands so approved
and applied for to date,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, £220,000 inclusive of water
supply. 2, Total acreage 91,215 {this
comprises 50 homestead farms, 8,000
acres; and 97 conditional purehases,
83,215 acres). 8, 12,200 acres (This com-
prises 4 applications for homestead
farms, 640 acres; and 18 applications
for -conditional purchases. 11,560 acres.)
4, £47,397 10s. By instalments extending
over 20 years.

Water Conservation.

Mr. SCADDAN (for Mr. Hudson)
asked the Minister for Lands: 1, Does he
intend to earry out his promise to pro-
vide for water conservation on the Es-
perance-Norseman road? 2, If so, will
the work be done during the present win-
ter? 3, If not, when?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, Answered by
No. 2.

QUESTION—LAND SELECTION,
MANGOWINE.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, How many applications were
received for lots of land Nos. 15453 and
14976, situated at Mangowine in the Avon
distriet, which was open for selection in
May last? 2, Names of persons who ap-
plied for this land% 3, Names of per-
sons to whom land is granted? 4, Name
of suveyor of the land? 5, Was the land
granted to the suceessful applicants by
the Land Board?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Three. 2, Thomas William Lees,
Edmund THorace Avmstrong Stirling,
George and Heetor Wooedhams. 3, Thomas
William Lees. 4, Charles Crossland. 5,
No; as two of the applications were with-
drawn before the Board sat there was no
case to submit to the Board.

- on
7

RETURN—POLICE FORCE, .
GRADES AND PAY.

On motion by Mr. COLLIER, ordered:
That a retwrn be laid uwpon the Table
showing the grades existing in the Police
Foree prior to the 1st July, 1910, and the
extent to which each grade benefited by
the latest increases in pay.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.

Resumed from the previous day.

Mr. OSBORN (Roebonrne}: I do not
propose replying to many of the remarks
made by previous speakers. Before pro-
ceeding to say anything with respeet to
the preseni Parliament, I wish to convey
my feelings of regret at the retirement
of the late leader of the Opposition. I
feel sure that it was not solely ill-health
that eansed him to relinquish that posi-
tion. T have said before, and now I say
again, that the position of leader of the
Opposition is one of considerable res-
ponsibility, and a member oceupying that



172

position certainly should be considered
in some way financially. My opinion is
that a good leader of the Opposition
in the Honse is essential to the interests
of the country; and I recognise that no
member taking up that position can earry
out its manifold duties in the way they
should be carried out, on the ordinary
remuneration of privale members who
have no respensibility other ihan that
of rising in their places at given pertods
and making shorl or long speeches as the
ease may be. I recugnise that to do jus-
tiee to the requirements of the eountry,
and even to this side of the Ilouse if
necessary, ihe leader of the Opposition
should spend most of his time amongst
the papers and records of the House,
and be af ail times at the beck and eall
of his own party. Therefore it is clear
that practically the whole of his time
must be taken up by these duties, not
only while the House is sitting but also
during recess. I hope the time is not
far distant when the Government will
make some provision, in the way of a
financial allowance, for the leader of
the Opposition. 1 congratulate the
Party on the election of the member for
Ivanhee, and I hope the good relations
that have hitherto existed between the
two parties will continue, and that if
the hon. member at any time retires by
choice from his new position he will do
so leaving behind him the same honour-
able record as has the wember who has
just vacated the position. I do not pro-
pose to go very fnlly into the question
of the financial position of the State:
I Ao not pose as a financial expert. How;
ever, when I had the honour of moving
the Address-in-Reply some two years
ago, T referred to the defieit, which was
then about £300,000 odd, and said my
confidence in the countrv was so great
that I looked upon that defieit as some-
thing quite trivial. The then [.eader of
the Opposition, the member for RBrown
Hill, took those remarks to task at that
time and said the member for Roebourne
treated the deficit in a very airy and
easy-goinz way, The confidence I then
expressed has not been shaken, and in
the short space of less than two years
my anticipations have been almost rea-
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lised, for the deficit now stands at a very
low ebb. The member for Brown Hill
also said at that time that it was neces-
sary for some better advisers to come
along in order {o straighten out the
finances of the State. In that he was
wrong, for the finanees are now as
sound as tliey have been for the last 10
or 12 years. There is a fairly furmid-
able list of Bills to come before Parlia-
ment this year, but there are some not
inclnded that might be brought down
later in the session. There is one very
taportant measure which I hope will he
introduced this session, and that iz a
Bill to amend the Early Closing Act. It
is in the interests of the State and par-
ticularly thnse of the Metropolitan dis-
triet that the Saturday half-holiday
should compulsorily be an universal one,
I hope this session we shall be able to
place a measure on the statute-books to
bring ahout this resnlt. I am sure mem-
bers will be able to decide what is the
best means to bring this alteration about,
whether by reference to the people or
some other course. The business people
of the Metropolitan area, if not of the
whole of the Staie, should be compelled
to close on Saturday instead of being
allowed to use their diseretion as at
present, as to whether the half-holiday
should Dbe on Wednesday or Saturday.
I am sure the police records during the
time the Saturday balf-holiday was in
operation showed a2 marked improve-
ment on the records either before or
sinee, and they certainly went to prove
the benefit of the working classes from
the balf-holiday on Saturday. There are
the old questions of liquor law and loeal
option in the air, and, so far as I am
concerned, I bhave not changed my views
on the question. T hope, however, that
the Government will consider the advis-
ability of inserting a clause in the Bill
on the present ceccasion which will pro-
vide for the supervision by the police
of clubs of every description where fer-
mented liquors are sold. It is a dis-
grace 1o the eountry that men should he
able to congregate in certain clubs and
make them gambling and drinking dens,
If these establishments are brought un-
der the same provisions as hotels, a great
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deal of the trouble will be done away
with.

Mr. Hudson: Where are these clubs
that are gambling dens; do yon mean
the Weld Club?

Mr. OSBORN: The member must find
out for bimself. If he has not already
gained experience, he will not have much
difficulty in hearing about it. Although
I have no personal experience of snch
gambling and drinking dens, I am aware
they exist, and that it is not in the best
inlerests of our people that ihey should
be allowed to continue without super-
vision from the proper aunthorities.

Mr. Hudson: Will the member give
me the information privately?

Mr. OSBORN: I am not likely to take
up the position of speecial detective in
order fo provide information for mem-
bers, but it will be easy for the hon.
member to find out the faets. If he
makes inquiries he ‘will soon disecover
some of these clubs. Every social club,
without exception, whieh sells liquor
should be under police supervision.
There is no reason why a club shounld be
exempt from that provision and pay &
small license when the hotels are har-
assed and have o pay big fees. If
clubs are run properly there will be no
police supervision necessary, and there-
fiore no hardship will be involved on them
by passing the elanse.

Mr. Murphy: You will have to get
the police out of the clubs after once they
have got in,

Mr. OSBORN: There are some mewm-
bers of the police force who do their duty
and, gencrally speaking, I think this State
is well served by the elass of police we
have here. I do not think that every con-
stable can be accnsed of being bought by a
few nips of whisky, or a pint of beer. I
have a higher opinion of the police than
that, and feel sure that if they have to at-
tend to the work of supervising the clubs
they will do their duty properly as thev
have done in connection with the hotels.
Anyhow, we shall have plenty of opportu-
nity this session to diseuss this matter
fully. I desire to offer my congratula-
tions to the department responsible for
the improved facilides provided along
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the North-West coast by the erection of
lights at varions points of land, and on
islands, and I trunst that a result of
the recent visit of the Minister in charge
of the department will be to recognise that
it is necessary to erect further lights along
the coast in order to make navigation
safer and easier than it is at the present
time. I hope we shall see more lighis
erected there during the coming year,
after the House adjourns, and that the
work will be carried out before this branch
of Government administration is taken
over by the Federal Government. I also
wish to draw attention to the position of
affairs in connection with the Ashburton
goldfield. 1 hope the Minister for Mines
will endeavour to make some better pro-
vigion for the development of the silver-
lead, the copper, and the gold mines in
that district. There are some wonderfully
rich silver-lead mines there which have
bean worked with very great difficulty.
The chief trouble is that, after getting
ore from some 5 miles distant to thé
eoast, the owners have to pay enormous
lighterage charges to get it on board the
steamers. Ounslow, wlieh is the port of
the Ashburton, is absolutely without ship-
ping facilities, and T trust that during the
coming year the Minister for Works will
seriously consider the position of Onslow
in respect to shipping. It is not a new
matter, and 1 am sure that in his desire
1o do that which is right for all parts of
the State the Minister will see his way to
do something there. Last year only 440
tons of silver-lead ore were shipped from
that port. The previons year the guan-
ty was over 2,000 tons, and the reason
for that increased quanfity was that a
slight concession was made (during the
12 months. Now, however, the concession
has ceased, and the charges are so great
that the miners have praetically aban-
doned all the mines except those conyain-
ing very rich oves, There are ensrmous
quantities of lower grade ores there which
are being worked by miners, and, if only
the benefits of proper jetty aceommwnda-
tion were provided at that port, the pro-
perties could be worked with eonsiderable
profit.

Mr. Underwood: Where do they ship
the ore to?
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Mr. OSBORN: I do not know for cer-
tain, but I believe it zoes to Sydney;
anyhow T know it goes out of this State
for treatment. The same remarks apply
to the copper ore, mueh of which I be-
lieve is shipped to Sydney. The Whim
Creek Copper Company ship all their ove,
I helieve, to London, Wilh regard to
many of the mines in this distriet, the
lodes are very rich, and working men own
them. T trust these men will still be able
to continue the work and will make good
money out of their shows. I am sure that
if shipping facilities are given to the
Ashburton distriet, many mines will be
torning out stome there than cannot be
worked to-day. Although it may be that
the squatters are able to look afier them-
selves, still I rake it that a member in
this House has a right to represent all
classes of the community, so I will refer
to this question from their point of view.
Tn that distriet there ave hundreds of
thousands of sheep, thousands of horses,
and very many cattle which can find no
market unless they are overlanded to the
South, or te Carnarvon and then shipped,
or to Port Sampson and shipped. Tt is
a ereat hardship, though no particular
loss to the pastoralists hecanse times have
been very good with them, but we do
claim at this end that our meat is dear,
and that we are trying to facilitate de-
Jivery so that we may get meat at a
cheaper rate, and I feel quite sure that
stock from that particular port shonld be
shipped from it, instead of having to be
driven from there to some of the other
ports for shipment. Carnarvon has made
wonderful strides in respeet to showing
profits in its harkour dues and in its har-
bour generally. Carnarvon bas benefited
much from the distriet in behalf of whieh
I am speaking, and whilst it takes away
some of the trade from Carnarvon, vet
T am certain that the people in that dis-
trict should receive the same considera-
tion as the people in Carnarvon, Roe-
bourne and Port Hedland distriets. In
fact every other port along the coast be-
tween here and Wyndham has a jetty
where vessels ean tie up and discharge
their cargo. Onslow now remains the
only port of any importance where ves-
sels have to lighter, and considerable loss
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of time and inconvenience to the puablie
and everyone concerned is thereby en-
tailed. If the Government eould see their
way clear to make the port up to date
they would be astonished at the returns
that would be received in the way of
revenue. It is pleasing to hear the Minis-
ter for Agrienlture voicing the views of
the Government in respeet to freezing
works, though as yet he has failed to con-
vinee me that Fremantle is the right port
to eommence at in respect to these freez-
ing works. Yet it is a foregone eonelu-
sion, and we are always willing to aceept
what we can get. It is pleasing to note
that the Government intend to erect
freezing works at Wyndham.

Mr. (PLoghlen: Will that give us cheap
neat on the coast?

Mr. OSBORX: 1 doubt whether I am
ecompetent to express such an opinion, but
I think that these freezing works would
add to the supplies -for the markets hy
reason of the fact that it will be possible
to get the stock away, and that in itself
onght to bring about eheaper meat, There
are millions of acres of land that any
man can take up by applying for it, and
in this particular part of the State there
is a plentiful supply of water and any
amount of feed. It is essentially a cattle
country; it is not a sheep country and
therefore sheep are onl of the question.
Beef is almost at a disecount in respeet to
the small holders If you and I were to
start a station there with a few head of
cattle we would find it diffienlt to ship
them to Fremantle or to drive them over-
land to a market. The present large
holders in the far North bhave been able
to make their own markets and make ar-
rangenments with the shipping eompanies,
and practieally run the whole of the coun-
try themselves because of their large
holdings. If the freezing works are
establisked I am certain that there will
be many move seftlers in that part of the
distriet than there are at the present time.
They will be able to make a very good
living indeed, and they are prepared to
enfer into the ventnre ahnost at any
time. Under existing eonditions it is im-
possible for the small man to start a
cattle station in the Wyndham or the
East Kimberloy distriets. During last
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vear the Minister for Lands sent along
an experi to report upon the possibili-
ties of tropical agriculinre from Carnar-
von northwards, and it is gratifying in-
deed to note that that officer’s report
states that it is possible to enter npon
tropical culture from Carnarvon north-
wards. T would not suggest for a moment
that the Minister for Lands should estab-
lish Btate farms or State nurseries in this
particular distriet to show the people
what they are capable of growing, but I
think there are plenty of men in these
parts who would be prepared to devote
some of their time to tropical eulture if
they were assisted by the Government. If
this plan were adopted I am certain that
the results would be better than anything
that could be done by State farms or
State experimental plots, These people
to whom I have referred are willing
workers, and many of them have ex-
pressed the wish that they might have
the opportunity of going into the venture,
and have asked me on more than one
occasion to interview the Minister in that
direction so that land might be made
available for them, and that some assist-
ance might be given them to launch ont.
I trust that if the Minister is favourably
considering the report of the expert who
was sent up, he will first eonsult the vari-
ous members interested, who no donbt will
give him the names of those who are pre-
pared to begin experiments in this dis-
trict provided they are given some very
small assistanee. ¥ am satisfied that with
the conservation of water lois of things
can be grown properly after the initial
expenses have been overcome.

Mr. Collier: They can be grown with
cheap labonr, so the expert says.

Mr. OSBORN: I beg to differ. The
expert did not suggest that such should
be the case. He pointed out to the Gov-
ernment that certain nationalities were
specially adapted to the work im the
tropics.

Mvr, Collier: By reason of their cheap-
Dess.

Mr. OSBORN: The expert considered
that the people to whom he referred
wonld make good labourers for that work,
and he went so far as to say that ke was
hopeful that the more profitable produects
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would be cultivated, so that there would
be no necessity to import cheap labour,
I think the expert evidently considered
the matter very carefully, and that was
the concluston he eame to. He said in
his report “that many produnets eould be
profitably grown provided cheap labour
could be found, bui under the circum-
stances he wounld not advise the people to
undertake the cnltivation of less profit-
able products, With respect fo land selee-
tion in the State I was strack by the
remarks of the member for Balkatta
when speaking last night. We know that
there are many eomplaints from disap-
pointed applicants for land. T happen to
he one of them, bui still I do not think
that it was for the reason that the Land
Board did not think they were doing
the wight thing. I was surprised at the
hon. member’s remarks in this regard.
He stated the case of one particular gen-
tleman, who is making from his business
£1,500 a year, and who repeatedly ap-
plied for land which was vefused him on
two or three occasions by the Board. I
certainly commend the Board every time
when they refuse to grant land to men
who are making £1,500 a year in prefer-
ence to the man who has nothing and is
anxions to make a living out of the land.
I hope that policy will be continued.

Mr. Walker: We cannot go on the land
with onr salaries of £200 a year; we
must have onr salaries inereased.

Mr. OSBORN: 1 stated at the last
elections I was not in favour of an in-
erease of members’ salaries, because I
thought for the amount of time we de-
volted to the work we were well paid.
That is my opinion now and will be until
I 2o up for election again, if I am per-
mitted to offer myself again, and that is
the attitude I shall take up in this House
until the matter has heen referred to the
electors of the State.

Mr. Collier: Yon did not vote for the
reference of the question to the electors.

Mr. OSBORN: It can be referred to
the electors when the different candidates
are addressing them.

Mr. Collier: The electorates might then
be abolished.
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Mr. OSBORN: Then ali the better for
the country, but I am drifting somewhat
from the land guestion.

Mr. Collier: The other is a very im-
portant subject.

Mr. OSBORX: I admit it is a very im-
portant subjeet. Land selection is a diffi-
cult problem, and I trust that the appli-
cants for land who receive first consider-
ation will be men possessing very little
capital or men who are honest workers
prepared to take the land up as it is and
go on it and make their living from it.
T trust that this will be the kind of men
who will receive first consideration, and
I hope that the men who are in this State
at the present time endeavouring to get
thonsands of acres in one batch will never
have their renuests acceded to by the
Land Board. We should not grant land
to any syndicate uhder such conditions,

Mr, George: They ecan huy it from the
Midland Company.

My, OSBORN: They can also buy it
from individuals in the State who are pre-
pared to =ell aud are willing to sell. I
was nearly forgetting another thing in
respect to selling conditional purchase
Jands. T recognise that there has been
a considerable amount of dummying
going on in Western Australia, but I do
alsv recognise that a lot of that dummy-
ing has diminished during the past two
or three years, and to-day when travelling
around the country there will be found
fewer opportunities of buying these hold-
ings than was the case three years ago.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Read the West Aus-
tralian; thev are advertising every day.

Myr. OSBORN: I admit that you can
read the TWest Australian and po to land
commission agents and always find land
for sale. But why should not there be land
for sale? T know people who have taken
up land who are prepared to-dav to sell
through no faolt of their own. simply
because they have met with misfortune or
sickness. or perhaps on acecount of rela-
tives dving, and so forth, they are glad to
get rid of the Iand and go into some other
vocation, or, perhaps, leave the State.
Considering the numbers of people on the
land. is it a wonder that a fair propor-
tion. at any rate, of the selectors make
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failures or, from adverse cireumstances,
wish to sell their holdings?

Mr. Gourley: Would you attribute that
to the fact that a lot of these people who
are failures bave been brought to the
eountry and assisted here?

Mr. OSBORN: No. I know men be-
longing to the State who are equally as
big failures as men brought here,.

My, Collier: Hear, Hear! Natives of
the soil !

Mr. OSBORN: Yes; T happen to be a
native of the soil. T admit that there
are natives of the State who are absolute
failures from any business point of view
in undertakings of their own, but in any
community there will always be a pro-
portion of men who do not make suceess
as masters. This will always eontinue,
but I hope that Western Australia will
partieniarly endeavour to improve that
position.

Mr. Collier: What is your opinion of
the Easterners, the t'othersiders.

Mr. OSBORX: I do not care whether
thev are 1’othersiders or arrivals from
any other part of the globe. I do not
eare to what nalionality a man helongs
as long as he is not a Chinaman or an
Afghan, I have a particular aversion to
these. I would be glad if a elause could
be inserted in the land regulations
wherehy Afghans and sueh like could be
excIlnded frow taking up land. I know
eases where Chinamen hkave been able to
buy land in the State. We should endea-
vour, if possible, to pass legislation
whereby sueh people should not be al-
lowed 1o purchase the lands of our State.
I am sorry to have to admit it, but on
one of the railways 1 passed an Afghan’s
place recently and it was very creditable
indeed. They had made very great im-
provements, and evidently were carry-
ing ount things in a very systematic
stvle. It only shows the industry of
these people, but I do not think it is
desirable; I think we shonld have that
provision to prevent those people coming
to Western Australia and purchasing
land and beeoming landlords amongst us.

Mr, Collier: Why, we are bringing
ont wives for them!
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Mr. OSBOKN: They may want wives,
but I do not think the hon. member is
right in inferring that such a thing was
ever done. I think the interjection is
very uncalled for and very untruthful.
We kpow that there are among us unfor-
tunate women as well as unfortunate
men, and while the world goes on there
will still be the same condition of affairs
existing; but because o ease happens to
erop wp with respeet to some girl who
has come across the sea, some unfortu-
nate woman who has fallen, I think it is
uncalled for to infer that that particular
woman was brought out for a particular
class of person. I think it is a remark
that should not emanate from any mem-
ber of the House. I hope that some of
the remarks I have made will be noted
by the various Ministers concerned in
respect to those matters, I hope the Gov-
ernment will endeavour to do something
more for the Northern portion of the
State than has been done in the past. T
Imow the Government have recognised
that more cousideration was due to the
North, and T hope that they will not, in
the future, lose sight of the fact that a
great deal more consideraiion is still due
to that distriet, and that the mining in-
dustry in the North shonld siill be fos-
tered. Now that the Southern paris
have been so well proved, I hope Minis-
ters will give more attention to proving
the aunriferous country in the North-
West, and T am certain that within a
few years the North-West of the State
will be producing gold and tin and every
other metal that is in use, I think, in the
world; and T hope and trust and am
«wertain it will be producing it in such
quaniities that it will be remunerative
and will give a handsome return for the
-outlay the Government may undertake.

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): I have a
few remarks to make upon the motion
now under discussion, and I want, as far
s possible, to confine myself to the
motion and to the Speech which has been
delivered from the Throne. In the first
place T think it is high time the good
sense of Parliament and the people of
Western Australia abolished the system
both of the Address-in-Reply and the
Speech from His Excelleney, It seems
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to me the time has arrived when a com-
mon sense and practical Government
should, insiead of having the Governor
here to deliver a Speech, merely place
before both Houses a statement of what
has taken place during the finaneial vear
and then we could get on with the busi-
ness of the eountry. It seems to me that
it is about the only duty that now re-
mains for the offeial, or, rather, for the
Governor, and it is high time also that
the people of the State took it into their
heads to tell members of Parliameni
that this office is vosting altogether too
much to the taxpayers of the couniry.
In these days when we are considering
economy in all directions, when the Gov-
ernment are endeavouring in every pos-
sible way to economise, I think we shonld
first of all get rid of those offices, the
duties attached to which are not giving
a fair reinrn in labour to the country
for the money paid. As to the motion
moved by the member for Fremantle, it
seems to me the greater portion of the
hon. member’s speech was one of eunlogy
of different parties and of sympathy
with others. I am just about tired of
hearing references to the peaceful times
we had during the reign of our late King.
I take second place to none as far as
sympathy with the family of our late
King is concerned, and also as far as a
loyalist is eoucerned, as far as I can un-
derstand. 1 4o not know much about
loyalty, but as far as Australia is con-
cerned I am at heart in love with my
country and a irue patriot. And I am
ineclined to think that many of the utter-
ances we have heard, and many of the
different speeclies we have read in var-
ious parts of the world, came from
people who, while pretending a great
love for the Motherland, as it is ecalled,
have very little love for their own coun-
try. Tt seems to me that if the same
energyv and the same ability were put in-
to speeches that would instil into the
hearts of our own people and into the
hearts of our children in the State
schools a love for their own country, we
would be doing much more good. As a
matter of faet, when we speak of the
peacefnl times and refer to our late be-
loved King as Edward the Peacemaker,
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one has only to think for a moment to
recognise that in no time in the history
of the world bave there been such pre-
parations for war as there have been
during the last ten years, every nation
arming up to its full extent, some of
them pauperising their people. England
itself, has had a mania in the last few
years for Dreadnoughts. Australia, a
shori time ago, thought it necessary to
Join in, and Australin, or some of the
people of Australia at all events, wanted
to present England, governed by this
peaceful King, with a Dreadnought for
the fear that some of the other coun-
tries were endangering her supremacy.
It alwaxs strikes me, when I hear a man
proclaiming his lovalty, that first of all
no man can be loval to the old country
unless he is first a patriot. If be is not
patriotic he eannot possibly, in my opin-
ion. he loyal, and T think it is high time
that we Australians, getting our livings
in Australia. and in honoured positions
elected by Australians, should bave at
times a few words for the eountry
which has given us bivth, or which we
have adopted. Now, in the Speech it-
self, 1 want to deal with the various
items. The first paragraph says, ‘‘Dur-
ing the Parliamentary recess my Minis-
ters deemed it advisable that the Pre-
mier of the State should visit London.”’
I am piven to understand that the ob-
jeet of the visit of the Premier was to
rearzanise the Agent General’s Depart-
ment. That was one of the chief ob-
jeets. Now it seems to me to be extra-
ordinary that it should require the Pre-

mier of the ecountry, with his sec-
retary, to go home to London to
reorwanise a department which, I
believe, has five or six officers.

Tt seems to me that could have been done
without the Premier going Home. In the
second place I believe he went Home to
encourage immigration. I would like lo
say here that we recognise with all true
Australians that it is necessary for Ans-
tralin that we should encourage popula-
tion; that is desirable if we wish to earry
out the seheme laid down by the national
Parliamnent of Australia for a White Aus-
‘tralia policy, It is necessary that we
should populate this country and encour-
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age in every way possible the desirable
immigrant. Buot, from what T can see up
to the present lime, although we have had
in Australia from time to time various
sthemes of immigration they appear to
have been anly spasmodic, and no definite
line of action has been laid down, and
none of them have succeeded. None uof
them have left a lasting impression on the
penple of the old country as {o the desir-
ability of people coming out to Australin.
It is true, at times we have 40 or 50 or 60
people coming here who have been in-
duced Lo come out by the personal effors
of ofiicers of the Immigration Depart-
ment in London, but there is no proper
seheme, In the case of Victoria, New
Sonth Wales, Queensland, and South
Australia immigration soon petered out
and +twhen a new Government came in
there was the cry: “We must send some-
one home to induce immigration.” As
long as we fail to lay down a proper
seheme of immigration, a scheme that wili
not only bring people to our shores, but,
which on arvival here, will settle them on
our land, we shall not sueceed. As soon
as immigrants arrive here settle them on
the land; do not allow them to run about
the streets or go over the eountry looking
for land; it will not interfere with the
labourer, but we shall have a successful
immigration scheme. At present, immi-
gration becomes distasteful to many peo-
ple in the country, and with people
who really recognise the necessity of pop-
ulating the country. They have been
so disgusted with the schemes of immi-
gration of the past that at the present
time they tell you that they are against
a schenie of immigration altogether, They
have come in contact with people brougitt
to this eountry who have been allowed to
stray and take “pot luek” as it were in
geiting work, or in getting land. Before

we lay down a scheme of set-
ting aside land for immigrants, it
is only right aod just that the
people of our own eountry should

be first of all served with land. If is a
well known faet to anyone who has tra-
velled in the agrieultural areas that there
are hundreds and thousands of people in
the State who would go on the land im-
mediately if they eould get it. I am sure
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thai on the goldfields, particularly on the
fields having deep mines, there are maay
men to-day who recognise that it is neces-
sary for them on account of the bad con-
ditions of mining, and on account of thewr
health, to get out of mining and their
only hope is to go oo the land. I know
scores of men who would make good set-
tlers if they could get the land. It is all
very well for the Minister for Lands to
tell us we have millions of acres of land
available. Let hin get the experience of
men who eome from the goldfields looking
for land; they get sick of it in o week ar
two. They are bandied aboul from oae
department to another until they come to
e conelusion that there is no land avail-
able. T admit there is goed land in Wesi-
ern Australia, good land for agrieultural
purposes, but the system adopted by the
Lands Departinent and the officers, is not
such as will eommend itself to the people
in general. Next we find the Premier
floating a loan, and from all authorities I
have looked up, this loan has been looked
upon almost as a failure, and, despite
what might be stated by the Premier and
his officers, it is recognised by the finan-
cial anthorities as a very bad deal indeed.
In a paragraph of the Speeeh it says—

Ministers are satisfied that the visit
has proved and is proving of great ad-
vantage to the State.

I would like te know from Ministers,
when addrvessing the House, what advant-
ages have been derived from the Premier’s
visit to Enzland? I have locked in vain
for any benefit, and cannot find it. On
one occasion the Premier had a deal in
steel rails. T see here the same jingoistic
spirit entering into the deal as T find in
many other things. Reading from one of
the budgets sent out weekly, or bi-weekly,
by a correspondent in London during tle
Premier’s stay in England, I find that Sir
Newton Moore had called for ten-
ders for the supply of 20,000 tons
of steel rnils, and that he had
received tenders from British manu-
fagturers and from manufacturers
on the Continent. The lowest tender I
believe, was from Belgium, and the Pre-
mier peints out very clearly thai he con-
siders it was right to give a preference to
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tlie British manufacturer no matter what
the difference in the price might have
been; and as it happens, the people in
this State are paying to the British manu-
facturer a sum of 8s. a ton in excess of
what would have been paid had the Gov-
ernment given the tender to a Belgium
firm.

M. Butcher: It would be contrary al-
together to Australian principle had he
done so.

Mr. HEITMANN: I am coming to the
principal of preferential trade in a mo-
ment. There were several interviews with
the I'remier, and in one he states—

The Belgians’ price was Ss. a ton
cheaper, but for patriotic and other
reasons I gave the preference to the

British—though why the Belgians

should cut your manufaeturers so fine

is for you to consider.

Then he goes on to deal with other mat-
ters, It is true the principal adopted in
Australia by the Federal Government is
to give preference to British manufae-
turers, and to British trade generally, and,
in counection with steel rails, there is a
preference I believe of 3 per cent. T do
not know exactly what the duty on steel
rails is. at all events the Premier

preferred to buy from the British
mannfacturer on account of paivio-
tic reasons, and on account ofl

the principle already mentioned by the
member for Gascoyne, And the Premier
preferred to pay £8,000 of the taxpayers’
money to give the tender to the British
manufacturer. Let us see what the
British manufacturer does for limself,
and what the Government of the British
Isles do for the manunfacturers of Great
Britain. It is all very fine to speak abont
preference in trade, but the War Office in
England, some two years ago, when call-
ing tenders for horse-shoes for the army
aecepted an American tender in prefer-
ence to that of a British manufacturer.
And we find case after case where the
foreigner has come in and tendered lower
in price to the British manufaeturer, and
has got the contract. ‘Let us see how
this principle has been applied in West-
ern Australia. Some 12 months ago
tenders were called for some iron work in
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Perth required by the Public Works De-
partmeni and the manufacturers of the
State applied to the Minister for Works
for some consideration, They said at
once that they could not do the work at
the price which Victorian manufacturers
eould do it for. The Minister for Works
would not have it at any price and bought
the material from Victoria. If the prin-
eiple is good in regard to England, if it
is good for us to pay England a little
more than to the foreigner then the prin-
ciple is good enough to apply in Western
Australia. Let us see again. We have
in the mines of Western Australia at the
present time a fair average of English
mine managers, and the men, I find, whe
ery out most about loyalty to England
are the men who have come from England
and have been here only a few years. On
the Gwalia mine outside Leonora
there might as well bhe posted a
notice that no English need apply,
because I think 90 per ecent. of
the employees on that mine are
foreigners, and this mine is managed by
an English mine manager. The man who
generally eries loudest about England and
the dear Motherland is the man who will
employ a foreigner if he can get him
from a peuny to a shilling a day cheaper
than he can his own countryman. Per-
sonally T have no sympathy with the deal
ar the principle either, of the Premier.
I consider in commerce ¥ngland shonld
have no sympathy, and English manufae-
turers should have no sympathy. The
War Office has accepted tenders from
other parts of the world in preference to
that by British manufacturers. As the
Premier said, it gives employment to the
British workman. How do we know that
the British workmen are working nnder
better conditions than the foreigner?
How do we know that the English manu-
facturer will not pay 8s. less to a Belgian
firm and then send the rails to this coun-
try, thus making a good deal out of it?
T wonld not be surprised if the mann-
facturer who received the contract is not
the owner of boats on this line. At any
rate he will utilise the cheaper boats for
his loading. Often the manufacturer is
a shareholder in merchantmen travelling

in various parts of the world, and the .
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man who cries out for our preference and
who is looking for business from Aunstra-
lia is the kind of man who, when coming
to Australia, will jump on a boat in which
he has a share and which probably is
manned by lascars. I have no sympathy
with this sentiment. As far as I am
personally concerned, I am an Australian
right through, but when one eomes to com-
merce, we should get the best deal we
can, that is if it does not interfere with
our ties with the old country. All coun-
tries are foreigh to Australia when it
comes to a matter of commerce. Eng-
land has adopted a policy by which she
has lost a great portion of her trade; she
finds other countries are competing
against her, and sending goods into Eng-
land, but a matter of giving £8,000 to the
British manufacturer will not help in one
degree.

'I;he Premier: Not if the rails are bet-
ter

Mr. HEITMANN: There is no ques-
tion as to the rails beiog better. In your
interview there was no mention of that.
I take it that when tenders are called
there are our engineers in England and
they will lay down the specification ac-
cording to which the manufacturer must
make the rails, which must reach a eertain
standard, and if they are not up to the
standard they will be ruled out at once.
The whole thing is a preference to a par-
ticular country. I say that, all things
being equal, Australia should buy in the
cheapest market. I would just like to
refer to the report of Mr. Despeissis im
the North. He occupies pages in telling
us the countries we should go to for eheap
labour, mentioning even coolies, Japanese
and Chinamen. It seems lo me that this
gentleman has a great aversion to the
principle of a White Australia. How-
ever, in the mines themselves I have often
found ‘! jingoes’’ barraeking for England
right through, and then finding time to
support Japaunese and even Chinamen if
necessary. That kind of Imperialism has
not my sympathy at all events. Another
item is in connection with the financial
agreement. In the Speech we are told
that His Excelleney’s advisers regret the
loss of the financial agreement. T want
to say that I differ from His Excellency’s
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advisers, For my part I am as proud of
the victory in respect to the financial
agreement as I am of the victory achieved
at the Federal elections by the party to
which I belong; becaunse I consider that
in the past all the actions of successive
Commonwealth Governments, no matter
what party were in power, have gone to

show that they had every sym-
pathy with the States and were
and are prepared * to deal very
fairly with them. I look upon the

Comwonwealth Parliament as being of the
greatest possible importance. I do not
desire that the State should hamper that
Parliament in any way. T recognise the
responsibilities they have in connection
with their big mDon-earning depari-
ments, and that they must not be
lep-roped in any way. I am pleased
to know that whilst we here in
Western Australia, like the people
in the other States of Australia,
are getting a fair deal, the Commonwealth
Government have been left a free hand
in financial matters. I would like to refer
to an address given by the Minister for
Mines when be was touring the country
for the ostensible parpose of urging the
acceptance of the financial agreement.
I listened to him at Cue and at Day Dawn
when he pointed ont to the eleetors what
had been done hy the present Govern-
ment; what railways had been built, and
what amount of money expended in the
interests of edncation in Western Ausktra-
lia; and he wound up by sayving ‘‘If you
do not vote for the financial agreement,
if the agreement be not earried, we will
not be able to build the railways we pro-
pose-to build.” That lionourable gentle-
man knew that he was misleading the
electors. He knew that the financial
agreement did not in any way affect the
building of our railways, He knew, just
as well as many of the electors knew, that
from revenue we have built very few rail-
ways, if any. It only goes to show what
is done by Ministers of the Crown in order
tn further the ends of their particular
party. Now I want to say a few words
in eonnection with the mining industry.
T regret to say it appears to me that at
the present time mining is playing a very
-small part in the minds of legis-
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lators, whether private members or Min-
isters, as compared to what it did a few
years ago. It would seem that we are
prepared to allow the mining industry to
carry us on fo another industry, on which
we hope to base our prosperity, after
which, ungratefully enough, we propose
to leave mining to fend for itself. The
mining industry in Western Australia is
not looking at all as bright as we would
like to see it. Throughout the several
fields a depression exists, and the excep-
tions ean be counted on the fingers of one
hand—Meekatharra, Sandstone, the Gold-
en Mile, and one or two others; outside
of these, mining is very flat indeed. I
think it is time the Government recognised
that they owe a duty to the mining indus-
try, and that that daty should take the
form of again building up the industry.
T feel sure that with the assistance of the
Government, so liberally granted to other
industries, a great improvement would be
shown., As far as my particular district
15 concerned I regret to say that one of
the places which has battled hardest
thronghout is at the present fime in a very
bad way. I refer to the centre of Cue
itself. Unfortunately the Great Fingal
mine is not looking as well as we would
like to see i,

The Premier:
it not?

Mr, HEITMANN: Proved in the
bottom, I think. Cue itself is in a very
bad way. I predicted this some time ago,
when asking the Minister for Mines for
a public battery. I then pointed out that
Cne was going down steadily but surely,
and that the best way to give her a lift
would be to provide a public battery.
That was refused, and to-day I am sorry
to say Cue is in a very bad way. With
other members I trust that greater assist-
ance will be given to mining than has been
done for some time past. T would suggest
that a sum of money be put aside and
mining boards be elected or appointed for
the vartous distriets so as to give prae-
tical assistance to minirg in the shape of
grants for small mine ¢woers, or prospec-
tors, who in some cases have discovered
very fair shows, whilst others not so for-
tunate counld be sent out into new country.
One matter T wish to toneh npon is in

It has been proved, has
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regard to the item on the Estimates re-
ferring to the construction of railways.
Here again I must find fault with the
poliey of the Government in respect to
the methods adopted in carrying out this
work. TUntil two or three years ago the
Government recognised that the policy of
departmental construction was preferable
to that of private enterprise. But so
-soon as the present Minister for Works
entered into office the policy of depart-
mental consiruetion was abandoned, and
most of the raillways since constructed
have been let to private individuals, I
am informed, and I would like to im-
press this npon the Premier, that many
of these contracts have been let ont at
prices much ahove that put in by the
Puoblic Works Department. In respeet
to the Nannine-Meekatharra railway I am
informed that the department tendered a
price some £6,000 below that of the sue-
- gessful contractor. 1t is strange that
when we have good officers in the depart-
ment—I really believe these officers have
their hearts and souls in their work; I
bave come inte eontact with many of
them, and I am imbued with the belief
that they make special efforts te justify
the poliey of departmental constrnction—
it is strange that having such officers, and
moreover having at Sandstone at
the time a plant ecapable of eavry-

ing ovul the Nannine-Meekatharra
extension and also the Upper Chap-
man  line—this in itself allowing

the department to do it cheaper than
a contractor who had to bring his plant
from Perth—it seems strange that in
these circumstances the gontractor should
get the work at a price £6,000 above that
tendered by the department. In respect
to the Upper Chapman line, T am led to
believe that the department tendered be-
low the price of the successful contran-
tor. Again, in respeet to the first portion
of the Dowerin-Merredin extension, the
same thing applies. The department put
in a tender, hut the work was given o a
" contractor whose price was higher than
that of the department. Ii seems to me
to be nothing short of a farce to ask for
a tender from the Public Works Depart-
ment; because although their price
is lower than that of private con-
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tractors they are not given the work,
If it is troe that private contractors are
given contraets at prices above those put
in by the Public Works Department, it
is time the Minister for Works was ve-
moved from his position. I say that the
man who will take taxpayers’ money and
put it into the purses of private indi-
viduals simply because he seems to
be wedded 1o the system of econ-
tracts—I say he is no longer a
fit and proper person to ccecupy a
public position. 1f it is true, it is noth-
ing but vobbery of the taxpayers’ money.
[ have no desive to o fucther. There arve
many matters upon which one could
speak, buf as we have various Biils to
cowe down shortly honourable members
will then have a chance of speakinz to the
respeetive questions. One, in particular,
of these Bills 1 would refer tu, namely
that dealing with  lhealth. When that
comes down members will have an oppor-
tunity of discussing matters of general
health. But there is one partieular point
I would refer to, namely in connection
with the infectious diseases generally, and
in partieular to {he disease known as
phthisis. We have a report from the
Chief Medical Officer, and I must say it
is an extracvdinary docoment, That offi-
cer points out that during last vear we
lost 235 lives from tubereular diseases,
that is, phthisis and other tabercular
troubles. It seems to me that the health
of the peuple depends upon the financial
eondition of the State for the time being;
for whenever anything is required to be
done in health matters, even if it be sug-
pested by the departmental officers them-
selves, they are told that the finances will
not allow of the carrying out of the work,
whatever it might be. In connection with
the sapatorium at Coolgardie, ten months
ago it was decided to build a new dining
room for the patients. The room was
completed a few days before last Christ-
mas, but owing to the state of the finances
it has never been used up to the present
time because it has not been furnished,
and the kitchen arrangemeunts have nnt
been completed. Surely the health of our
people should not depend upon the state
of the Treasury at any time. We are en-
deavouring to bring immigrants out here
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and do all we can to increase the popula-
tion, whilst at the same time we are losing
valpable lives becanse we eannot afford
to spend the money necessary to prevent
such loss. If the QGoverument were 10
place £40,000 or £50,000 on the next Es-
timates and gave it to a respousible
oflicer, telling him we wanted tubercular
troubles stamped out, it would pay both
the Government and the country, It
would save years and years of uunec-
essary trouble and unnecessary pain to
which the paiient is subjected. It would
also be of great value from an eeconc-
mieal slandpoeint, leaving out sentiment
altogether, for it would pay the country.
To the Agrieultural Commission which
sat some five or six years ago, the Gov-
ermment Actusry gave certain evidence
in which he ealeulated the value to the
State of the lives of all persons between
the ages of 20 and 50. He put the value
of each life down at about £309. There
have been some 150 deaths from this dis-
ease, 50 it is easy for members to realise
what a considerable monetary loss the
demise has been to the State. And this
loss was occasioned simply because we
failed to grasp the question properly.
We failed to find for those officers who
were desirous of fighting the disease the
money with which to do so. If we conld
save even one life all the expense would
be warranted. To my mind one life is of
more value than a million of money, and
T do oot think we can spend too much
money in dealing with this question,
so long as it is spent judicieusly, so long
as we have officers who recognise that
the initiative in dealing with fhe question
is left with them, officers who are
prepared instead of only keeping on the
old track and waiting until an epidemic
avises before fizhting the disease, to go
out to meet the disease half way. Tt is
by this means that we shall eventually
stamp out the disease from among us,
We should be doing good service if we
placed a large sum of money on the Es-
timates for this purpose. With regard
to the question of phthisis, I want to
know from the Minister for Mines, or
from the Premier, what is to be done
with the officer of the Mines Depart-
‘ment who made such extraordinary
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statements in conneetion with the in-
spection at the Fingal mine? The Pre-
mier will remember that he was indueced
to send an officer, Dr. Blanchard, to that
mine to report upon the health of the
miners. The doctor was the medical officer
at Day Dawn. He was an old officer of the
department and had been in the service
for 10 or 12 years, having resided at
Day IFawn for over 11 years. In lis
report as to the existence of the disease
at the mine, the doctor stated that there
was an extraordinary increase in the
nuimber of eases of phthisis in the loecal-
ity. This report was pigeon-holed, or
at all events it never came before the
House until mentioned by some members.
When asked what he would do about it,
the Minister for Mines, not satisfied with
the report of Dr. Blanchard, who under-
took the first examination, sent up Mr.
Montgomery, the State Mining Engineer,
te make a report. It seems to me that
Mr. Montgomery was instructed to bring
back a certain report. At all events he
reported that he went to Day Dawn and
could find but one ecase of miner’s
phthisis. As a matter of faet since that
report there have been four deaths of
men from phthisis who were aetnally
working in the mine on the date Mr.
Montgomery was supposed to have exa-
mined the men. One man who was said
to have bheen examined by Mr. Mont-
gomery, sent to his assceiation a signed
statement contradieting what, according
to the report, he was supposed to have
told Mr. Montgomery. Here is an officer
of the dcpartment, high up in the ser-
viee, holding the highest position in the
administrative braneh of the Mines work,
a4 man who is there to administer some
of the Acts which deal directly with the
health of the miners, to see that
the miners get a fair deal, and who
should be looked upon by the miners as
a friend. One conld forgive this officer
if his report dealt with other matters
than life and death, but when he goes
to Day Dawn, oot to find ont the true

state of affairs, but rather to prove
that my statements and those of
Dr. Blanchard were untrue, when

a man will do that, there should be
no further use for him in the de-



184

partment, He actually told deliberate
falsehoods, I can call them nothing else.
Althongh there were 10 or 12 men suffer-
ing at that time from phthisis at Day
Dawn, Mr, Montgomery said there was
only one case and even that had not
originated in the district. Since then,
however, four deaths have taken place
of men who were working in the mine at
that timme. During the last few months
I have assisted, in various ways, men in
that district who have come to me every
week suffering from the disease. Two
or three of the sufferers died in the sana-
torium, others are there now, and still
others refuse to go there for some reason
or other. They contend that the treat-
ment is not what it should be. I have
tried to dispel that idea but have been
unable to do so. There ave several cases
of phthisis in Day Dawn now. I can re-
colleet as many as 30 deaths from the
disease which have taken place in the
last few years. Included among them
was that of an underground man-
ager and of three shift bosses. and yet
we have the highest official of the Mines
Department going to Day Dawn and
saying there was no phthisis there except
one ease which had originated elsewhere.
I can assure the Premier that unless this
man is dealt with I am determined to
stick to this matter, and the publie shall
know whether this man, this brutal in-
dividual, is going to be backed up by
the Minister. With regard to the gues-
tion of phthisis itself, I am pleased to
know that the Premier before leaving
for London saw that a Commission was
appointed to inquire into the disease.
When that report is in I feel sure that
the references in it to the Day Dawn dis-
triet will astound the people of this and
the other States. It will show, that un-
necessary loss in lives is faking place
continually. After the report is brought
in T want to see that something is done
to remedy the position, so that there
shall be no continuanee of the unneces-
sary loss of lives. I had intended to
mention several other matters, but I will
teave them until the Health Bill comes
along. All I can say is that I think it is
high time the Government recogmised
the value of the lives of the mep in this
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mtate. I do not mean to say for a mo-
ment that some of the members of the
Ministry are not as humane as anyone
else, but [ must confess that brutality
has been shown in connection with the
subject, as I have shown in my speech
to-night. 1 hope the Government will
consider that even if one life is saved,
no sum of money is too great to hring
about that much to be desired result.

(Sitting suspended from 6.10 to 7.30
p.m.) :

The PREMIER (Sir Newton J.
Moore): T do not propose to speak at
any length to-night, but to confine my
remarks to replies to one or iwo eriti-
cisms made by the member for Brown
Hill with regard to the finances, the al-
leged non-success of the loan, and the
references e made o our indebtedness.
I would like to take this opportunity of
congratulating the member who moved
the Address-in-Reply, on the speech he
made, his maiden effort in this House. It
is evident he is not altogether a stranger
to Legislative Assemblies of this ¢har-
acter, and I am convinced he will be an
acquisition to the debating strength of
the Chamber. The member for Brown
Hill stated that I was to some extent
stage manager with the object of hiding
the sins of the Government. But,
with the alert Opposition, as we have it
constituted in rhis House at the present
time, if we have sins, I can tell hon.
members that they are pretty well and
quickly found out. Fortunately, we are
in the happy position of not having any
serious ones to answer for. I would like
to refer to the statement made by the
hon. member wherein he argued that our
iuterest bill at the present time repre-
sented something like 274 of the re-
venue of the State, while in 1903 it re-
presented 19 per cent. of the revenue of
the State, and that the percentage bad
inereased with the financial position
of the State, and was not as
sound at present as it was in the period
he veferred to. This fact was really
hurled at us as if pothing else was re-
quired {o send ws to that place where
Oppositionists like to see Ministers econ-

.
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signed. 1 would like to say that I rea-
lise the hon. member is not altogether in
sympathy with the loan policy of the
Government, and ecuseguently T am only
too pleased to welecome any criticism whe-
ther it is in regard to the finaneial posi-
tion or the immigration policy of the
Government, or whether it is relating fo
the land poliey, provided that that cri-
ticism is given with the desire to point
out the faults of the adminmistration that
the Government have been guilty of. We
realise that we are only human, and that
there is a certain amount of work to do,
and however earnest members of the
Ministry may be there must be occasions
when there are lapses. Then it is the
duty of members to bring these under
notiece. If they are found to have any
fonndation,* then the Government are
worthy of censure if they do not take
steps to right what is wrong. I would
like to point out with regard to the rues-
tion of per¢entage inereases in the in-
terest bill, as compared with the total
revenue, that it is important to note that
the revenue per capita of the State duor-
ing the period the hon. member referred
to has gone down from £18 12s. 11d. per
head in 1903 to £12 18s, 1d. at the pre-
sent time, really a drop of about
30 per cent. per ecapita. This, as
hou. members are perfectly well aware,
is largely dune to the failure in the return
of the eustoms revenue, and consequently
it cannot be considered that it is an in-
dieation that the State is not as pros-
perous as it was then. That drop is re-
presented as follows: In 1902-3 the
State revenue, exclusive of what was re-
ceived from ihe Commonwealth, was £11
1s. 7d., and at the present time it is £10
8s. 4d. The big drop in customs receipts,
which have gone down from £7 11s. 4d.
per eapita to £2 9s. 9d. I am satis-
fied members will realise that a drop of
that kind brought about by fiseal changes,
which we ean in no way conirol, does not
reflect upon the finaneial administration
of the Government. As a matter of fact,
it will be noted that we are now in a
better position than we were then. We
wust judge the loan poliey by the effect
of the expenditure and its return of in-
terest and sinking fund, and when we
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realise thal during last year, our four
large trading concerns—the Railways,
Harbours, State Batteries, and Goldfields
Water Scheme, practically returned in-
terest on the whole of the national debt,
it cannot be contended that the money
has not been expended to the best ad-
vantage of the State. I would point
out that in 1902-3, the four trading con-
eerns that I bave mentioned produced
866 per cent. of the total interest and
sinking fund. At the present time, as
I have pointed out, they are returning
nearly suofficient to pay the whole of our
interest bill, and are yielding 77 per cent.
of the interest and sinking fund. That
is to say that those concerns are pro-
ducing 11 per cent. more than they
were in 1902-3.  With regard to our
indebtedness per eapita, the hon. mem-
ber and T have had differences of
optnion before, and he has given me a
lot of worry in trying te keep him right.
I can only refer hon. members to the
Public Aceomitts in order that they may
judge for themselves whether the state-
ment the hon. member has made, and
whick I know he has made in good
faith, is correet or not. 1 will endeavour
to show that the statement I made at
Bunbury with regard to the per capita
indebtedmess was correet, and that the
statement of the hon. member that while
in 1902-3 our per capita indebtedness
was £65 9s. it is £66 12s. at the present
time is incorrect. I may say that since
that statement was made, the Treasury
books have been c¢losed, and the posi-
tion is a trifle better than it +was
when 1 spoke at Bunbury. The
whole of these faels are set out in the
Public Accounts, but I am in a position
to show the hon. member where he has
made a mistake, On the 30th June,
1903—it is simply a question of
arithmetie—the population of the State
was 221,992, The gross debt was
£15.627,298 and the acenmulated sinking
fund was £655,069. The unexpended
loan balance was £103,333.

Mr. Bath: T looked ap the Treasury
returns in the Gorvernment Gazette
and they gave it there as over £300,000,

The PREMTER: T am just going to
explain. That £103,333 is the balance
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after deducting the expenditure from
Loan Suspense Aceount, namely £336,000.
Now, as against £103,333 ai that time,
the unexpended loan balance at the pre-
sent time is £1,908,368 after dedwecting
the expenditure for the year on Loan
Suspense, namely £6,700. The hon.
member did not take that £336,000
into consideration. That represents some-
thing like 30s. which is practically the
difference between the figures that he
gave and the figures that ! gave at
Bunbury. One other matter while I am
dealing with the finances that 1 must
refer to las reference to the terms
an which {he last loan flotation was
raised. | do not think theve is any need
tor any apology as far as the resull of
that ilofation is concerned. taking every-
thing into consideration: but the hon.
member (Mr. Bath) said the price per
£100 received by the Staie was not satis-
factory, and he referred to some finan-
cial paper. On the other harnd, I can
quoie one or two leading fnaneial jour-
nals in regard to this loan flotation.

Mr. Underwood: Did you advertise in
them ¥

The PREMIER: I ean quote from the
Financier and I do not think the Western
Australian Government have spent any
money in regard to advertisements in the
Fingneier. T am only endeavouring to tell
hon. members speaking as a business man,
that the loan was a suecess. When we
realise thal last year the bank rate of in-
terest was only 2% per cent. whilst in
July of this year it was 4 per eent. and
vet lhe same amount, £96 10s. was ve-
ceived, and when I show that one trust
fund. an Indian guarantee fund, which
last vear floated a loan at the price of £96
per £100, put a loan on the London mar-
ket a fortnight after the Western Ans-
tralian loan and only brought £92. it will
be seen that the Western Ausiralian
security stood high taking all things into
consideration. As a matter of fact, as
hon. members are aware, the death of the
late King caused a paunse in the invest-
ment of money, and the rubber boom
Was on.

Mr. TUnderwood:
boom there.

There was another
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The PREMIER : Tli¢ rubber boom was
on at the time the loan was bronght out,
and naturally a large amount of money
usually invested in safe securities was in-
vested in this more speenlative operation.
One financial paper in veferring to our
loan said—

It is generally considered that the
price was too high to be attractive and
that dear money was an adverse factor.
The multiplicity of other loans avail-
able also had an effeet on this Western
Australian appeal for financial support.
Because the Commonwealth is enjoying
prosperity, Auslralian Governments
imagine that there should be no diffi-
culty in borrowing. They appear to
forget that the opportunities for in-
vestment available in this eountry are
enormous, and that a return of 314 per
cent. possesses little attraction for the
average investor, no matter how attrae-
tive it may appear to banks and insur-
ance companies.

The hon. member also referred to the
faet that the loan was not subseribed by
the public in the way preceding loans
were subscribed; but the whole position
is this: we have underwriters and pay
them 117 per cent. for underwriting and
financing the whole coneern. If the loan
is subseribed two or three or four times
over it is evident that we have fixed the
price too low. Now if the priee of the
Western Australian loan had been fixed
at 95V%. very evidently it would be over-
subseribed four or five times, and the
underwriters would have been in the posi-
tion of getting their 13} per cent. and
unloading next day. That would simply
be a gift to the underwriters, whereas at
present they have to wait until the market
is easier in order to unload. To my mind
that is one of the advantages of under-
writing our loans. The Financier said—

The British investor has not eome
up to the scratech to the extent it was
antieipated. The market recognises the
issue price of £906 10s. was too high. It
was the same price as the previous
Western Australian loan, and the Pre-
mier would naturally have been disap-
pointed had it heen less. While it was
not anticipated the lean would be cov-
eved. a reduetion in the bank rate can-
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not but have had a faveurable infHuence
on it and gilded securities generally,
and it will not be long before the whole
amount corses into general consump-
fion. Taking the acerned interest into
consideration the net loan works out
at abhout 93145, This is better than the
late New Zealand loan, and when all
these things are considered the Premier
is to he rongratulated on having se-
ewred sueh a favourable loan. The
point to he eonsidered by the investing
public in rezard to Western Australian
loans is that a sinking fund of one-half
per cent. has to be provided whieh now
amounis  to  considerably over two
million sterling.
Tn reply to the interjeetion of the mem-
her for Pilbara, I may say that I have
not the pleasure of knowing the pro-
prietor or the editor, or anyone else that
1 am aware of, connected with the
Fingneier. These comments were not
forthcoming as the result of an advertise-
ment. althongh any statement made to the
eredit of Western Australia as the result
of an amount paid for an advertisement
might often be a good investment for the
State. T have already given some reasons
in regard to this loan as to why the mar-
ket was nofavourable. mainly owing to
the nmsettled eonditions as the resunlt of
the death of the King. and to the faet
that the bank rate was 4 per cent. when
the loan wax floated as agninst 214 per
cent. when the previous loan was floated.
At the same time it must be recognised
that there is on the part of the London
invéstors a tendency to look ent for mnve
interest.  Finuncial people allege it is
larpely due to the additional taxation they
have to pay, and thev naturzlly look out
for some investment that will pay more
interest than the interest wenerally given
on trust securities. I have no reason to
believe that by waiting we would have
improved the condition in any demree. As
a matter of faet the loan that suceeeded
ours was £4 lower than similar stock
issned last vear, and it is gratifying to
know that, so far as our loan was con-
cerned, it did not zo fnrther hack in dis-
count than the preceding loan. and that
a fortnight after the loan was floated it
stond at only a quarter per eent. lower.
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Why [ was particularly anxious to get
the loan off just then was that in April
nezt the first option of the redemption
of £1,876,000 will hecome due, and whilst
I was in London I took the opportunity
of giving twelve months’ notice of re-
demption. That was a 4 per cent. loan,
and it is anticipated that we will get it
off at 3% per cent. which will mean 2
saving to the revenue of something like
£18,000.

Me, Bath: Are you going to float
another loan for that redemption.

The PREMIER: We will probably
float a lean for redemption in April next
year when the opportunity offers. The
expenditure of the loan just raised has -
already been allocated by Parliament and
is shown in the schedule {0 the Loan Bill.

Mr. Foulkes: Had that particular loan
a sinking fund atlached to it?

The PREMIER: Yes, a sinking fund
of one per cent.

Mr. Foulkes: Then there will he some-
thing less to raise.

The PREMIER: Certainly; instead of
having to float a loan of £1,870,000 for
redemption it will be something like

" £1.600,000 T need not pursue this sub-

ject further, hat it is interesting to know
that the rate of interest per £100 sterling
paid by the ‘Government «n recent
loans, shows that the last flotation is very
satisfactory. Oun the loan of 1901, second
instalment, if allowance he made for re-
demption at par at the earliest date of
maturity. namely the option date. the rate
of interest per £100 sterling is £4 1s. 10d.
On the first instalment of the 1906 loan

it 1= £3 19s. 10d.. on the second
instalment of the 190G lean it is
€3 18=. 10d.. on the 1909 loan it is

£3 18s. 10d., and on the last loan it is
£3 18s. 11d., so taking all these matters
into cousideration I think it must be ad-
mitted that the fransaetion was satis-
factory.

Mr. Horan. Was the eost of floatation
any higher than formerly?

The PREMIER: It wasabout the same.
There is one per eent. pui down for under-
writing and 1, per cent. for arranging
the underwwiting. It is the rate paid by
ail the Australian States for underwriting
anv loan, The member for Brown Hill
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in dealing with my statement at Bunbury
in regard to revenue said that I did not
show how I proposed to make up the ad-
ditional revenue it would be necessary for
us to raise during the ensuing year in
view of the faet that our return wounld
be considerably less this year from the
Commonwealth, something like £120,000
less, whilst at the same time our interest
and sinking fund would be £53,000 more.
Now last year’s resulis were considerably
in excess of what I apticipated. I fore-
casted a surplus of abont £50,000, but
as hon., members are well aware, my
forecast erred on the safe side, and the
result of the operations of the year was
that we showed a surplus of £210,000,
largely owing to the fact of the big in-
erease of £102,000 in the Commonwealth
returns, of £17,000 in probate, of £12,000
in harhonr dues and £6,000 in stamps,
eteelera. By {'e way. the stamp revenue
is generally looked npon as a barometer
as far as the business community is con-
cerned. The higher the stamp duty is
generally the more fransactions are going
on, the greater the commercial aetivity.
When I was speaking . at Bunbury
it was not possible for me to go into
detail as to how I anticipated results
would be at the end of the year, that will
be shown when the Budget is delivered,
but at that time I realised that whilst we
had a surplus of £210,000 on the year
just closed it wonld be necessary for us
to exercise the utmost caution during the
current year. And while it is satisfactory
fo have a surplus still, we must not be
permitted by that faet to relax onr vigi-
Jance as far as the various departments
are concerned. Another point to which
a considerable amount of attention has
been devoted to in this debate is that
of immigration, and in this connec-
tion T would like to say that during the
time T was in England I certainly advo-
eated emigration. At the same time T
took every step that mmdence dictated
and impressed on the officers generally in
the service in London the absolute neces-
sity for exercising great caution. It is
very diffienlt. indeed. in dealing with the
question of immigration to so select
emigrants that there are not mistakes
made oceasionally. I am satisfied that in

[ASSEMBLY.]

the very near future it will be advisable
for the Government fo appoint a board
that would be prepared to give the ques-
tion more consideration than it is possible
for the Government to do. The board
could be representative of both sides of
the House, so that any scheme brought
forward would receive the consideration
of members. Tt would entail a eertain
amount of work, at the same time we
wonld be assured that the matter would
receive more attention than it is possible
for a Minister to pive it at the present
time. One is inundated by schemes for
the intvoduetion of immigrants, and it is
not possible to give due time and atten-
tion to the varions propesals made.
1 went away in favewr of immi-
gration and I eame back feeling stronger
than ever that if we are going to do our
duty to Western Awstralia, and Anstralia
as a whole, it is ahsolutely essential that
we must do our best to popnlate it with
a white people. I think this feeling is
general throughont the Commonwealth,
Many who were opposed to immigration
a little while ago are now prepared to
give it support, so long as proper super-
vision is exereised.

Mz, Scaddan: You bave suffieient offi-
ce1s to make two boards. One officer
meets the emigrants on the boat, one is
on the wharf, and another is in Perth.

The PREMIER: As far as immigra-
tion is eonecerned. Canada spends eonsid-
erably more in placing the emigrants
after arrival than in pgetting the emi-
grants, and we in Australia must look to
that. If a board of the character I have
referred to is appointed, the members
wounld be in a position to make sugges-
tions to the Government. If the Gov-
ernment are going on a certain line
of policy the board could make recom-
mendations, and would be in a position
to aseertain if abuses exist. The board
wounld be able to recommend alterations
with the objeet’ of doing away with
abuses.

Mr. Hudson: Relief of responsibility.

The PREMIER: T do not think there
would be any relief of responsibility at
all. T do not care if the Commonwealth
or the State bring ont the emigrants,
we want people in Awstralia, What ' is
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Canada doing at present? Backed up by
the vamous railway companies and other
companies they spend £300,000 a year,
You cannot go into any small town or
village in England without seeing placards
about Canada. and there are motor-ears
going through distriets advertising the
resources of Canada at the various shows.
Canada also spends a large amount of
money with the Press. There is a bidding
all round for the desirable emigrant.
You ean fill ships with undesirables if yon
are anxions to seewve numbers, but as far
as the Government are concerned, I ap-
peal to members if they can make any
suggestions by which additional safe-
guards can be effected, and these we shall
be glad to receive. When Mr. Ran-
ford addresses a meetivg he places
before the people the class of emi-
grant  we  require, The applieanis
are met the next day, and be-
fore they are approved, they have to
give a certificate or deelaration that they
have had experience, they have to give
references of two reputable persons with-

in their own town or distriet, and after’

tirat they are medically examined. That,
it seems to me to be all that can be ex-
pected. We have in Mr. Ranford a man
who has a thorough knowledge of the
State and to whom you must, to a certain
extent, give a free hand as far as the
selection is concerned.

Mr. Jacoby: Do they give any bond?

The PREMIER : No, there is no bend,
It would not be possible to give any bond.
What I would say in regard to the immi-
gration policy is, it would be to the ad-
vantage of the States if the Common-
wealth undertook everything in conneetion
with the emigrants after they are se-
lected by the States. The States are in
the best position to say what class of
emigrants are desired. We know in West-
ern Auvstralia the immigrants we require,
while in Vietoria or New South Wales
they may reguire another elass of immi-
grants.  Perbaps in New South Wales
they may require navvies; we know that
in Western Ausiralia we do not want
them, We are in this position. While
we assist the immigrant to Western Aus-
tralia- there is nothing to stop the immi-
grant poing te another State and that
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State reaping the result of the action of
this Government, or of the Queensland
Government, as the case may be. And
wherever the imntigrant goes he is a Com-
monwealth eitizen, and, therefore, the
Commonwealth should contribute towards
the cost of his passage.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That would cut boih
ways,

The PREMIER: I say that as they be-
come Commonwealth citizens let the Com-
monwealth eontvibuie, and not let the
State be responsible for the full passage
money, because we know that some other
State may receive the benefit. Wherever
the immigrant goes in Australia it means
that he is going to bring revenue to the
Commonwealth as a consumer of dutiable
@oods, and, therefore, it is of advantage
to the Commonwealth.

Mr, Seaddan: The Commonwealth would

" have to satisfy themselves that the State

would accommodate the immigrants.

The PREMIER: If a general scheme
were adopted the States’s officers in Lon-
don would select the emigrants, and if
an arrangement were made the emi-
grants could be brought out in large num-
bers, therefore we could secure cheaper
passages than we can at the present time.
I think the Government of the Common-
wealth are in aecord with any sound
scheme of immigration. It is enly z ques-
tion, as far as they are coneerned, if a
desirable class of persons are being in-
troduced, and if there are any sugges-
tions or improvements we ean make in
the present system, the Government gen-
erally are prepared te adupl then.

Mzr. Collier: The Government ignored
the recommendations of the select com-
mittee of last session.

The PREMIER: What were they?

Mr. Scaddan: The select committee on
immigration that sat last session; several
recommendations were made but the re-
port was not looked at.

The PREMIER: In regard to adver-
tising Australia generally in the old conn-
trv, I am quite in aecord with the pro-
posals of the present Prime Minister that
we should endeavour to have all Austra-
lian agencies under one roof. And in re-
ply to a communication I reeceived from

-
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him a few days ago—I had said that as
far as Western Australia was coneerned
that we were prepared to transfer our
quarters from where they are at present
to a building which it is contemplated to
erect if the Commonwealth have the sup-
port of the States——

Myr. Hudson: That is a proper Federal
spirit, different from the Minister for
Works.

The PREMIER: I am fully satisfied
of this, that if Australia has a building
of its own it will be une of the best ad-
vertisements we ean have. As far as
our quarters, where we are located at
present, are coneerned, they are inade-
quate, out of the way, exeept as far as
officialdom is coneerned. The premises
occupied are small poky rooms and are
located on four different floors. If is ab-
solutely hopeless to think that proper
organisation ean be given effect to in
guch quarters as the present Western
Australian ageney is located. As far
as T am concerned. I am prepared to as-
aist in everv way lhe Commonwealth
Government to erect in London a build-
ing which will be a credit to Australia.
It is absolutely necessary that some of
the other States should shift their
quarters. At the present time poor pre-
mises are provided for the High Commis-
sioner, and Commonwealth premises
erected in London would be a benefit to
the whole of Australia. If a man goes
to London he naturally is anxious fo see
the High Commissioner, and he is also
auxicus to see his own -Agent-General,
and if the two offices are in the same
building he gets over the whole business
in the one aet. During the course of the
speech of the member for Albany he
levelled some ecriticism both at myself
and the Minister for Lands. I can only
say as far as I am concerned he has a
right to ecriticise everv action I took
when I was in the old eouniry, but I
ean assure members that while I was
there I realised that I was a representa-
tive of the State generally. T do not
think he can take one statement of mine
that was not made from a disinterested
point of view. In regard to the acensa-
tion that I sent a eable out, T do net
think that anyone can find arnything very
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objectionable in that cable. Members
are aware of the deep interesi which I
took in the financial agreement. It was
a matter, I understood, that the House
suppurted, because a resolution was car-
ried in the House in favour of the agree-
ment generally. Tt was only after two
or three years of hard ftighting that we
were able to induce the members of the
Premier’s Conference to realise the
special eonsideration due to Western Aus-
tralia. I eertainly do not think 1 ex-
ceeded my duty as Premier, in view of
the keen interest T took in the matter,
by cabling out.

Mr. Hudson: Did you really eable it?

The PREMIER: 1 did. The eable is
as follows: —

On the eve of the veferendum I
arnestly appea! to the people of West-
ern Australia to ratify the financial
agreement and so terminate the era
of nncertainty as io revenue returns
whiech has existed with more or less
acuteness since the ineeption of fed-
eration. We shall thus secure, with
financial stability, the speeial eon-

" sideration for Western Australia con-

eeded to us by the Commonwealth and

States after long and strenuous effort,

and which, if not now secured, is not

likely to be eonceded again. The agree-
ment. while providing for the increas-
ing requirements of the Commonwealth

—defence and other national services

—-will stimulate the development of

each State by promoting increase of

population. In the ioterests of the
present electors and of those who in
the future will make Western Aus-
tralia their home, I urge aceeptance of
the agreement.
Now is there anything very objectionable
in that? Tf it is the cost of the eable
that hon. members object to, I am pre-
parved lo pay it myself.

Mr. Scaddan: Is it not a fael that
you were bound to send that eable in
accordance with a promise given at the
Premier’s Confer_eucei

The PREMIER: No; I said that so
far as the ﬁnanclal agreement was con-
cerned 1 was going to support it, and I
supported it in this House, where it
was earried pract:ca}ly nnanmmush'
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Mr. Taylor : 1 think the financial
agreement was only laid on the Table,

The PREMIER: No; it was debated
in the House. One other matrer to
whiell the hon. member referred was in
conneetion with the Minister for Lands,
when he said that he was not in a posi-
tion to replv. [ would like to say that
whatever else may be urged against the
hon. Minister, no charge of discourtesy
wounld lie for a moment. Hon members
have had an opportunity of realising
that. The fact that a goldfields member
was asked to reply to the toast of the
froit-growing industry was due to the
circumsfance that he was the sentor
member of the Opposition present. There
was absolutely no attempt on the part
of the Minister to belittle the hon. mem-
ber. As a rule it is the sentor inember
of ihe Opposition who is asked to reply,
and that is what happened on this oe-
easion. There is another matter which
the hon. member criticised to some ex-
tent, and it is one in which I feel sure
he is not supported by his colleagnes on
those benches: that is in eonneetion
with the expenditnre on pine-planting.
Surely to goodness if any work is repro-
duetive. it is pine-planting. He took ex-
ception to the localitv.  That loeality
was selected by practical men seme three
or four years ago. The men who nade
the selection were, the chief nmurservman,
Myr. MeFartane, Mr. James €. Porr, and
Mr. Tom Adams, both wembers of the
board. 1 was Minister for Lands at the

time. I remember that they visited Al-
bany, Bunbury, Ludlow, and other
places, and after consideration they

chose this as the most suitable for a
pine plantation, whereupon the Govern-
ment acted on their recommendation.
The hon. member took exeeption to the
fact that the Government were elearing
some waste land for the planting of the
trees, instead of planting them in open
country. But it does not follow that a
loeality, because it is open country, will
he suitable for a pine plantation. The
whole cast of this plantation was some-
thing like £5 per acre to get the land
ready for planting, £2 per acre for ae-
tnally planiing the trees and 8s. per acre
for two years for cultivating the pilan-
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tation. I looked up the report of the
Conservator of Forests in South Aus-
tralia, Mr. Gill, and 1 am sure that we
will be doing good work if we more than
double the present area.

Mr. Taylor: What area is there at
present?

The PREMIER: About 350 acves in
all. That theve is ample justifiecation for
the undertaking las already been shown
in the Eastern Siates where pine planta-
tions formed some 18 years ago have re-
cently been ent over with a view of test-

-ing the probable return from the pines

planted. The result of this euntting
showed that the value of the timber was
very considerable, some of the pines
turning out sufficient timber to make 28
cases, which found a ready sale at 1s.
vach, and would yield a return of about
£200 per acre. Recently a Royal Com-
mission was appointed in New South
Wales with a view to examining the
forest veserves of {hat State, and mak-
ing recommendations in regard to the
planting of soft woods. In the report of
that Commission it is stated:—
Considerable evidence was obtained
by us in South Australia and Vie-
toria in regard to the growth of Pinus
Insignis.

That is the tree we are planting both at
Hamel and Ludlow.

In both of these States the demand
for the timber, which is used for pack-
ing-vases,  weatherboards, flooring,
mouldings, turnery, ete, far exceeds
the present supply. Under ordinary
conditions limber fit for milling has
been produced twenty years after
planting. Mr. Walter Gill, Conservator
of Forests in South Australia, in kis
evidence stated that Mr. Herbert Stone,
FL.8, a recoguised authority on tim-
ber in London, to whom be had referred
for an expression of opinion on Pinus
Insignis, eonsidered it to be as good o
timber as the North American white
pine, and he predicted a great future
for it.

Undoubtedly this pine is the hardiest of
that family and is being enltivated very
snecessfully in Western Australia. Tt wag
ounly after some considerable experiment-
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ing that it was made a suecess. When
planted first of all in some of the open
sandplains to whieh, presumably, the hon.
member referved, it was found the tree
did not thrive. MMr. Ednie Brown first
of all experimented in that direction, and
now the success which has been achieved
at Hamel and Ludlow is evidenee that the
cultivation of these trees is in the best in-
terests of Western Augtralia. One other
matter referved to by the hoh. member for
Cue was in regard to the purehase of

rails made doving the time I was in Lon-

don. I may say I do not know what ap-
peared in the newspaper, but the facts are
these:  Belgium rails were quoted some
few shillings lower than British rails,
Cables were exchanged between the
Engineer-in-Chief out lere and ihe
office in Tondon. That officer stated
it would be false economy to accept
the Belgium rails as against the
British artiele, and, naturally, I was
only too pleased to take the British in
preference to the Belgian, or any other.
It is the policy the Government propose
to adopt as far as poesible in Western
Australia. Those responsible in our vari-
ous institutions are under instruction to,
wherever practicable, use the produets of
the country,

Mr. Collier: Why not extend the same
privilege to the people? Why not give
our own people a job im preference to
outsiders?

The PREMIER: It lhas been done,
,and a Western Australian has been given
a job as Premier for a start, The hon.
member for Mwray referrved to the faet
that there were many advertisements in the
newspapers of conditional purchase pro-
perties for sale, and said he was of opin-
ion that transfers were being effected
without any improvements having been
cqrried out on the blocks. He is hardly
correct in his assunption, because it is
necessary, that & certain amount shall
have been expended before apy transfer
can be cffected. Certainly the amount
may not be as large as is desirable, but
the Act provides that at [east 2s. per acre
.on eonditional purchase land and 4s. per
‘acre on homestead farms shall have been
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expended before a transfer can be cf-
fected.

Mr. Collier:
that respect?

The PREMIER: Yes; the Aet is bo-
ing earried out. 1 made inquiries to-day,
because I realised that it is of no avail
for these things to be Dbrought under
the notice of Ministers if investigation
be not made.

My. Bath: The Premier will probably
remember the case of the land on the
Wongan Hills advertised by Mr. Schruth.

Mr. George: What I object to is the
facet that the land agents hold out as an
indueement the advances to be made by
the Agrieultural Bank.

The PREMIER: Well, it is very diffi-
cult to meet a case like that. The only
method at all feasible is that if 2 man
selects a conditional purchase block and
disposes of it he shall not have the right
to select another.

Mr. Georpe: It simply vobs the man
who has to vely on the assistance of the
low price at which the Government sells
the land.

The PREMIER: How are you going
to prevent the transfer?

Mr. George: The Minister eontrolling
the department could do it.

The PREMIER: Take the position of
a man wlho has spent a certain amount
of money on his land. He has carried
out the necessary improvements, but is
temporarily embarassed for want of
funds. It is hard if he eanwot transfer
that land.

Mr. George: That is another thing al-
together.

The PREMIER: Of course you can
stop him doing it apain by taking from
him the right to selecl a second time.

Mr. Taylor: You desire to let the rob-
ber gu free the first lime,

The PREMIER: Bhow me a possible
amendment of the Aet in this respeet
which will not infliet hardship. Hon,
members must realise that, as far as
improvements are concerned, they are
now earried vut to o greater degree than
ever before. That is largely due to the
Act of 1906 which made the provisions
mueh morve stringent than they had been.

Is the Act ecarried out in
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TUnder the old Aet a man could hold
1,000 acres of conditional purchase with
residence. 2,000 acres without residence,
4,000 avres of pastoral eountry, 4,000
acres of grazing country—bhe could hold
about 10,000 aeres, amd, with his sons.
perhaps 30,000 acres; much of which had
subsequently to be repurchased by the
State. There is no doubt that under
those conditions very little itoprovement
was done, but it is very diffevent with
the law as it stands now, and I really
believe that law is being enforced. I
asked the Minister to-dayv to be good
enough to send to my oltice the first
bateh that came before lhim. I went
through them and was very pleased in-
deed to find from the inspectors’' reports
that these applieations, which had been
picked up haphazard, showed that wore
extensive 1mprovements were effected
upon the blocks than were required in
ovder that they should be leld. I believe
- that obtains generally.

Mr. Seaddan: Persons have secured
kand this year and alveady the properties
are iu the kands of agents for sale.

The PREMIER: I know that eases

. of that kind must neeessarily crop up,
but the trouble is that to make an ameud-

- ment such as has been suggested would,
while preventing sueh abuses, at the

same time be liable to inflict haxdship
"on men who are practically forced to
get 1id of their property. It would mean

that the property wonld be sacrificed. I

do not know that 1 need detain the

House at any greater length. Tlhere are

several departmental matters to which

reference has heen made by members.

but they will be replied to by the Mim-

‘sters more dirvectly concerned. 1t is not
necessary for me to go into detail with

regard to the ruilway and other pro-

posals of the Government, for theyv are

mafters which will be submitted i due

-eowrse and will reeeive the eonsidera-
tion of the House. T can only say that.
. 8¢ far as the Government are coucerned.
we propose to pursue the poliey we have
.earried out in the past. and which I think

we ean say is, to a very large extent, res-

«ponsible for the improved position of
‘Western Apstralia to-day. I thank mem-
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bers for the attentivn they have given
me.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle): T
wish at this juneture tv offer my congra-
tulations to the Premier on the success.
he achieved on behalf of Western Ans-
tralia doring the time he was in Eng-
land. Those who follow the English
papers must admit that Western Aus-
tralin has been more advertised during
the last six months by the Premier than
it ever has been on previcus ocecasions.
There is ot the least doubt to my mind
that in the future this State will veap
the advantage of the Premier's visit. In
fact it seems almost a pity that, eon-
sidering what the Premier did and the
reputation he made in Eweland, he could
not have remaiuved there longer in order
to advertise the State to a greater de-
gree than the time at his disposal per-
mitted him to de. I do not lnow whe-
ther it might not he arranged that he
should be sent haek theve for a time to
B!l the position of Agent General. As I
stated at a funetion held at Fremantle,
the idea has unfortunately arisen that
vnce a gentleman has lheld the position
of Aygent General he should go out of
local polities altogether. That is alto-
gether an ervoneous idea. for the know-
ledge a man gains while Agent General
in regard to the financial affairs of Wes-
tern Anstralia, as the outcome of his
assoelation with the financial people in
England, would be of inestimable bene-
fit to the State. if on the expiration of
hiz term of office be should return to the
State 1o the position be vecupied before
he went away. Thinking that, I am of"
the optnion that it would be well if the
Premier’s colleagues consideved the
question of sending him to Englaud for
a little while longer. The Premier, in
ilie conrse of his statement, referred to-
the election of the member for Fre-
mankle, It is nei my intention to go into
that question very fully now, but I want
to say this, that I Lonestly ‘believe that
if the Premier had gone to Fremantle-
and found lhimself in the same position
a3 did two of his eolleagues, who went
duwn there for the purpese of going on
the platform to sapport cue candidate
and  foond another eandidate pushed
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into bis place, he would have returned
very quickly to the City. I do not think
be would have lowered his dignity in the
manner done on the ocasion referred to
by his colleagues. While the colleagues
of the Premier went to Fremantle for
the express purpose of supporting a
candidate on behalf of the Government,
what they really did was to snpport the
candidate of the Licensed Vietuallers’
Association, I am sure at the time
members of the Ministry were support-

ing lim, that candidate was not ae-
cepted by many of the supporters
of the Ministry in Fremantle, The

Ministers might well feel proud of
the man they decided to support for the
Fremantle election. If T had been in the
same puosition as the memhber for Ire-
mantle, if T had made statements so
condemnatory of the Government T would
never have got up in my place and sup-
ported that party as was done by Mr.
AMurphy the other night. A person can-
not change so thoroughly in a few
months. [ have here a copy of the
West .dustralion  giving a  report of
a speech made by the wmember for
Fremantle with regard to the Govern-
ment, which shows elearly whal a bigh
opinion e held, previously to this elee-
tion, of the Ministry. Mr. Murphy's
opinion of the (Govermment was so high
that he was rvéminded of the remarks of
Tord Rosebery, and, in fact, quofed
them, saying ‘‘He wonld like to hand
over the control of the finances to six of
the shrewdest men of the Nation, and
thought that if some of the ability of
the leading bLusiness people of Western
Australia were brought to bear on the
present position people would not hear
go mneh talk of the preseut depression.”
That shows elearly that Mr. Marphy had
no c¢onfidence in the Govertnnent, because
he wished to take the econtrol of the
finances out of the hands of the Govern-
ment and pul. it in the hands of some
gentlemen  who wonld put the finances
into a better stale.

The Premier: Perhaps he wanted a
Job? .

Mr. ANGWIX: He went on to say
#The gross neglect of the town by the
Government during the last few vears has

thinks should not bold office.
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been i¢ the detriment of Fremantle,”
Just faney an hononrable member who
made rewarks like that now supporting
the Government. 1t seems ludierous that
the town of Fremantle should be repre-
sented by a man who, while supporting
the Government, said they were neglect-
ing his constituency.

Mr. Hayward: What is the date of
that report?

My, ANGWIN: It was published a
few months ago. | counid give many more
extracts. I only mention this to prove
the interjection which I made the other
night and which was vebutted so earnestly
by the member for Fremantle. His con-
version has come rapidly, and it evi-
dently only took an election to bring it
about. His remarks on the oecasion I
have guoted were so strong that the Press
did not publish them all. As members
know, the Press will not publish anything
much agaiust the present Government.
No matter what members here say, if the
Press think it detrimental to the Govern-
ment they will not print it. The news-
paper coneclnded the report of the re-
marks of the member for Fremantle by
stating “In the coneluding remarks of his
speech Mr. Mwrphy dealt at considerable
tength with the Government’s proposal
to cut down the municipal subsidies and
to deprive the municipalities of their
share of the police-court fees, which he
strongly condemmed.” That shows clearly
that so far as the member for Fremantle
is coneerned the election has secured him
a seat behind a Ministry whom he really
I happened
to he at a funetion the other night when a
Minister pointed ont that. notwithstand-
ing the great development which has
taken place in this State, the resuit had
heen achieved -without the necessity for
increased taxation. On many necasions
when I have read the wail of Ministers
in regard to the Federal Parliament, to
the effeet that that body were enmcroach-
ing on the finaneial position of the State
I have had a certain amount of svmpathy
with it; bat when I realised that the
Ministry of this State are following ez-
actly the same principle by handing down
the necessity for making increased taxa-
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tion to the local governing bodies, I came
to the one conclusioin that it is the local
governing bodies that need consideration
at the hands of the people of the State.
The Government have cut down ihe sub-
sidy and have thus retained a vertain
amount of money, thereby doing away
with the necessity for increased taxation
for the works they lave in hand; but the
municipalities and the roads boards have
been compelled to increase their taxes in
order to make up the loss through the re-
duction of the subsidy. Then again we
lind the Government cutting duown the hos-
pital votes, thereby causing the hgalth
boards of the State to increase their tax-
ation. They have said to these bodies
“You must carry ount the duties and must
raise funds for the express purpose of
providing hospifal accommodation.” By
this meaus the Government relieved them-
selves of the uecessity of spending a con-
siderable sum of money from their rev-
enue. We find that by foreing this ex-
penditure on the health hoards and the
Jocal governing bodies, the Government
have been relieved of a eonsiderable ex-
penditure, but at the same time they have
‘deprived the loeal hodies of an amount
equal to from 1s. to 1s. 34, in the pound
on the annual valne. When the statement
is made that the Government have carried
ont their big developmental poliey with-
out increased taxation it only means that
the increase is thrown on the shoulders
of the local authorities. T want again
to bring before members the necessity for
giving direet representation on the Har-
bour Trost at Fremantle to the workers.
Some time ago there was an attempt made
to bring about an agreement between
those who work on our wharves, the ship-
owners, the stevedores, and the Harbour
Trust. I do not know what is likely to
take place, but I hope that a satisfaetory
settlement will be made. I think I can
say safely here that if there had been a
workers’ representative as a member of
the Harbour Trust at Fremantle, negoti-
ations which were in existence to bring
about a settlement wonld have been effec-
ted some time before. The position is
that the Trust have stood in the way, and
they have firied to make an agreement
which it was recognised made it difficult,

195

because of the dangers surrounding if,
to tind men to engage in the work. Life
and limb, after all, are of more import-
ance than pounds, shillings, and pence.
In proposing a Harbour Trust for Bun-
bury, at the instigation of the member
for Mt. Margaret, the Premier stated that
he was providing that a member of the
Lumpers’ Union at Bunbury should be
e of the Harbour Trust. In dealing
with the Bill again in 1908 the Preniier,
in response to an interjection by Mr.
Bolton, who asked whether the Premier
was still of the opinion which he
had previously expressed, that he would
give the representative of the workers a
place on the board, said in reply “Did
you ever know me to alter my opinion$”
[ hope in this instanee that the Premier
has not altered his opinion as far as
the workers’ representatives on boards
sueh as harbour trusts ave coneerned. Then
he said that the Government desired to
secure praetical men who knew bhe re-
«uirements of the board. If ihe services
of a representative of the lumpers were
available in conmeetion with the working
of the board, the (Government wonld be
justified in appointing such a representa-
tive. The Lumpers’ Union at Fremantle
consists of 600 members,

Mr. Bolton: There are 734. -
Mr. ANGWIN: I am dealing with th
ordinary men, not all who are seattered
araund the district. T knrow their vum-
hers are larger, but some of them are in
other parts of the State, At the present
time some of these men are filling public
positions to which they have been eleeted
by the ratepayers of the districl. More
than one of them have filled positions as
rembers of - municipal councils, and I
waintain that that body of 600 - men
should have privileges similar lo those of
the Chamber of Cominerce and the Cham-
her of Mines at Kalgoorlie. I maintain
that any man who mizht be appointed
from a unien such as this, would not
only study the best interests of the
workers but would consider the interests
of the State, because be would realise
that the better the bharbonr was made for
shipping the- better name the harbour
would' get throuwghout the world, and as
a consequence the shipping trade would
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be bound to ineresase. A great wrong has
heen done to these men in the past in not
ziving them just representaiion, not only
for their own sakes, but because tiheir
knowledge of working the harbour, added
to the knowledge of the business and ship-
ping meh on the beoard, would have been
beuneficial to the State as a whole. T trust
the Government, when making the next
appointments to the Harbour Trust at
Fremantle will give this question just eon-
sidevation. 1 notice from the Governor's
Speech that it s the intention of the
Government {o introduce a Trading Ac-
counts Bill. 1 was hoping when the Min-
ister for Lands was speaking the other
night that he would have given us some
information with regard to the Donny-
brook Co-operafive Society. It is known
that this society started a faetory at
Donnybrook for the purpose of manufac-
turing jam on the ec-operative prineiple,
but it was sueh a side issue as far as co-
operation was concerned that they could
not co-operate together without getting
some financial assistance from the Gov-
ernment to carry on. What is the posi-
tion to-day ¢ There are some rumours
about, and T have Leard that the factory
is elosed down, and I have also leard that
a meeting has heen called to wind up the
eoncern. If such is the ease, and the Gov-
emment have advanced several hundreds
of pourds towards these works, T con-
sider it is necessary that we should have
some information with regard to the se-
ewrity which is held for the money ad-
vanced. If the Trading Accounts Bill is
for the express purpose of assisting in-
dustries such as this, T only trust that
hon, members may give close attention to
it when it comes before them for con-
sideration. There is no doubt that if this
Bill should come into force the Govern-
ment will give more consideration to the
manufacture of agricultural implements.
I will be in accord with them if the Gov-
ernment will take on this work. ¥ am
confident in my own mind that it would
be a matter of impossibility for any firm
to manufacture agrienltural implements to
any degree in Western Ausiralia. We
were told three years ago when this ques-
tion was raised that there was going to
he a faetory started at Victoria Park.
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What has been done there to-day? Has
a harvester been manufactured in West-
ern Australia or have strippers been
manufactured?  Kven winnowers which
were being made some years ago are not
being made here now. The time has ar-
rived, having found that private enterprise
do not manufacture these implements
liere, when the State should step in and
derive benefits from the establishmeut of
such an industry. To prove that profits
are to be derived from the manufacture
of agrieultural implements, | might read
to members a few questions which were
put ‘to a representative of a large firm
of implement manufacturers in the other
States, and the answers which he gave.
After having been questioned on several
matters regarding the manufacture of
agricaltural implements, these questions
were put to him and answered as fol-
lows:—

You said that the manufacturers in
the Eastern States would not allow new
manufactures to spring up here?—They
would not if they eould possibly help it.

Do you think that the Government
shonld take the matter in hand %—They
are the only people who eould do any-
thing, I think, as regards starting.

Do you think there would be a de-
sire on the part of the importer from
the East to prevent the establishment
of such industries here?—1I think there
would. J do not think they would allow
an opposition firm to start here if they
could possibly prevent it; it wounld
affect them very mueh. At present
Waestern Australia is, I suppose, one of
the best markets they have outside their
own,

Do you think thaf manufacturers
starting here would have to face dump-
ing9—1I think so. Rather than lose the
trade here the Eastern manofacturers
would do as much dumping as they pos-
sibly eould. They would get all their
surplus machines down to a low rate.

These were questions pat and the answers
given by the representative of a large
firm of agricultural implement manufac-
turers. Tt sliows, to my mind, that it is
the ‘intention of those in the Eastern
States to retain at all costs the manu-
facture of the implements which are re-
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quired for Western Australia. Only the
other day, in reading the Daily News 1
think it was, I saw it pointed out that
there are in the Easlern States close on
10,000 men engaged in manufacture for
Western Australia; and I maintain that if
private enterprise will not start in West-
ern Australia, then it is the duty of the
Government to get those 10,000 workmen
in Western Australia to carry on the
mannfacture of the implements here. I
maintain that the Ministry have been lag-
gard in this direction. True, they got a
Bill passed last session to provide for the
granting of money for the purposes of
agricultural machinery, and I pointed ont
then to the Minister that this might mean
the making of a few plonghs but it would
not inerease the industry. For years past
manufacturers here have been making
ploughs and harrows, but we want the
larger machines, and we wani the hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds that are
heing sent out of this State for imple-
ments manufactured elsewhere. There is
another matter I wish to refer to, and
that is the settlement which has heen
known as Tammin or Yorkrakine. I am
very much disappointed in the Minister
for Lands regarding settlements such as
this one. We cannot get heyond the fact
that the Minister gave a definite promise
that if the setilement at Tammin turned
out snccessfully he wounld increase the
area and open up other seitlements on the
same system.

The Minister for Lands: T said to wake
other settlements possible.

Mr. ANGWIN: That might have been
an afterthonght, but I will not contradiet
the Minister. I will say, however, that
was the belief not only of myself but of
a large mmber of men who were apxinis
1o take up land nnder these conditions.
Not only on one oceasion but on several
oecasions I have seen statements made by
the Minister with regard to the Tammin
settlement, and we have come to the con-
clusion that that settlement is going to
turn ount a sueeess; in faet, it was very
successful in its first year. With a wood
season this year there is no dambt that the
suceess will be proved in its entirety. But
the Minister has not kept hiv promise as
we nnderstood in regard 1. extending
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this settlement, and I want to say
that great dissatisfaction has existed
among the men who put in applieations
at that time but who were not fortunate
enough to be included among the first 50
who were chosen, I want the Minister to
give this matfer cousideration because, asg
I have said previously here, I think that
settlements such as this is are far better
than paying the passages of people from
oversea, because if you eveate a demand
for labonr, a legitimate demand, then
there is not the least doubt in my mind
that there will not be any necessity to pay
the passages of the people to come here
to find that labour. WWhere there is work
and wages, men will follow, and if we use
the money that we are paying the ship-
ping eompanies to-dday in the direction
of assisting our owu people to get on the
land and help them over the first year or
two, we will be sure of snecessful settle-
ment. I hope that the Minister will afso
be successful with his Civil Service set-
tlement, but while he is providing far
better terms for these people than have
been provided for those outside, I still
find that a large number of the men are
anxious t¢ get on areas similar to those
at Tammin. 1 was pleased last night
to hear the Minister refer to the abattoirs
he intended to construet at Fremantle.
On two occasions we have passed sums on
the Estimates for this work, bui we have
eome to think at Fremantle that the abat-
toirs have been virtually forgotten, and
now we see nothing of them in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech. We see that wheat sheds
are to be ereeted, but abattoirs and freea-
ing works are entirely omitted. .However,
no doubt last night the Minister for Lands
encouraged us to some extent by saying
that he intended to call tenders for these
abattoirs in a few days. T hope the few
days will not extend to a few years as
has been the case in the past. I am
pleased to see also that it is intended to
build new railways. This development
poliey has always.bad my support; and
no matter whether it is the present Gov-
ernment or those From -this side of- the
House who oeeupy the Treasury bench, T
hope the developmental policy which was

inangurated by this side of the House will
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be earried out. The other day the mem-
ber for Fremantle in a sneering way said
he would not be mean and contemptible
with regard to a railway on the South
side of the Swan viver; but there is no
need for me to dwell much on a railway
there, because it must become a recognised
fact. It could not have been mueh more
clearly put than il was put last night by
the membher for Balkatta, who pointed out
the danger to the lives of the men in the
Perth goods yard and other places on the
existing railway. When we realise the
development taking place in agriculture
throughout the Btaie, it is useless for us
to depend upon the existing bottle-necked
railway. Al present all the traffie goes
into o bottle-neck, and the existing rail-
way must be relieved of some of the bur-
dens cast upon it. I have not the least
doubt that, although the Premier has not
included the South-side railway in his
polticy or in the CGovernor’s Speech, the
time is not far distant when there will be
no choice for the Ministry, but it will %e
compnlsory for the development of the
State that the line shall be an aecom-
plished fact. No doubt thousands of
pounds would be saved al the port with
regard to the handling of wheat if that
railway were buili. We have solid foun-
dations there, and grades that will do
away with mueh of the machinery that
is necessary when ships and wharves are
on the same level. If the opinion of the
Minister for Lands about the development
of the country is to be fulfilled. then it
will be unnecessary for me to ask mem-
bers to join hands in foreing this railway,
bevause it will foree itself, it will be a
matter of compulsion. 1f the Ministry
desire that no deadloek shall take place in
the near future in regard to dealing with
raflway teaffie, all [ can say is that the
sooner they put the South-side railway n
hand the betler. Now, dealing with the
question that I put to the Premier the
other day, I wish to refer to the Fire
Brigades Act passed last session. 1 do
nat think any member was of opinion last
session that there would be the increased
enst whieh has been bronght alout to the
local authorities through the passing ol
the measure. Local poverning bodies bad
heen maintaining fire brigades for a con-
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siderable time and we know the Govern-
ment assisted them to a small extent, and

I think I can safely say that it was
Fhought generally by the local govern-
ing bodies that by bringing the

insurance hodies in to pay their share the
additional trevenne derived in that way
would meet the full ecost of carry-
ing on by the board to be created
by the Act. Bul what do we find %
In BEast Fremaotle for some years we
have managed an efficient fire brigade, and
there have never been any complaints, and
the brigade was eosting the district only
from €30 to €70 per annumn. In faet this
vear, to the middle of July last, the total
cost to the mnnicipality was only £32.
But now that municipality is billed by the
Fire Brigades Board for a sum of £157
for the year. Not only this, but the in-
surance companies have also to pay £157,
and in addition the Government have to
bear their subsidy. Whereas the local
authority was carrying on the fire brigade
in that district at a cost of from £50 to
£70 per annum, immediately on the crea-
tion of the new board payments have to
be made for the same brigade amounnting
to £240 per annum. It is seandalous, 1
maintain. There is in the East Fremantle
electorate a district called the Melville
road distriet with an area of ahout 13,000
acres, and the whole of this avea bas to
pay rates for the maintenauce of the fire
brigade. There are only about 93 houses
in the area, but the subsidy required
by the Fire Prigades Board iz over
£100 per annum. The reason ad-
vanced Dby the Colomial Seeretary’s
Departient  for  jneluding  this  road
distrier is that a portion of the aveu
consists of 1,800 aeves that might have
protection from the East Fremantle fire
station. I tbink I am safe in saying that
the nearest house to the station or even to
a telephone is a four-roomed wooden
house a mile from the station; and if a
fire took place. by the time a man ran a
mile to the fire station and the brigade
ran ont to the fire. where would the house
be? Tt shows the necessity for somethiny
being doue to avoid this large wasie of
money. [ do not know what the Govern-
ment proportion will be this year. 1
know that for a year or twe it has heen a
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couple of thousand pounds for assisting
fire brigades. This year it will probably
be £7,000 or £8,000. So it will be neces-
sary for the Government to take steps to
protect the funds of the State from a
board like this. I was asked by the Min-
ister who has charge of this matter why
we did not apply for exemption for the
Melville roads board, but prior to the
gazetting of the notice including the Mel-
ville road distriet the Minister told me he
was going into the whole question, as he
realised that large areas of roads boards
should not be brought under the board,

" but only certain portions where it was
necessary. A provision was made in the
Art for that.

The Premier: That was the reason why
that section was inserted. )

Mr. ANGWIN: I know it has not been
done.

The Premier: The roads board had the
option.

Mr. ANGWIN: They did not know any-
thing about it. I askéd the Minister to
exempt us or to go into the question be-
fore the (azette notices eame out, but the
roads board knew nothing until! they got
a notice from the Fire Brigades Board
pointing ont that they were gazetted as
a fire district, and they immediaiely asked
to be exempted. I ask the Premier, on
the grounds given by the Fire Brigades
Board, that there is a possibility of a
litile distriet called Palmyra, which has 23
houses and eomprises an area of 1,833
acres, being affected, is it fair thai
this small area should bhave fire pro-
tection and that the whole 13,000
aceres in the road distriet shonld eontri-
bute on an annual value to the
Fire Brigades Board? I say it is al-
nost robbery. As far as the voads boards
are concerned if is going o wipe them on*
enfively. The large mileage of roads
they have to keep in existence and for
which thev are now taxed as far as the
At will allow them, will have to get into
disvepair for the very purpose of keeping
up the Fire Brigades Board. Tt wounld
he better for the Government and the
roads boards to eombine to insure all the
houses in the distriet than to ask for con-
trihutions in the way they are required by
the Fire Bricades Board. T notice the
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Government intend to bring in again this
session the Liguor Law Reform Bill. I
think that if wine licenses lhad been in-
cluded in the last measure the Government
put through it would have been sufficient.
That Bill provided that no licenses should
be issued to hotels. I think wine licenses
should have been included, and things
could have continned as they are. I
trust the Attorney General, when intro-
ducing this Bill, will take into eonsidera-
tion these wine licenses and provide a
clause that if a person is licensed to sell
wine it should not be in a fruit shop., I
contend that where fruit shops and wine
shops are eombined they are a far greater
curse than hotels in any distriet. They
do not earry out the elosing law as hotels
do. Of course hotels arve under stricter
supervision from the police. T have been
instrumental on more than one oceasion
in getting the early elosing inspector to go
to Fremantle on Saturday night to look
after the wine and fruit shops and see
that they are closed. It is a
fact that long after the hotels
are closed these places rvemain open.
When a man selling fruit only kept open
after hours, he was quickly seized on.
Last Easier when the hotels were closed
people were going in purchasing bottles
of wine at these shops; I saw it myself;
and we find these shops seattered aboui
at every corner and between every hoiel.
I maintain the time has arrived when
some steps should be taken to curtail
these wine licenses to a large uxtenl.
It has been said they should. be granted
to open up an industry. hut if we look
in the shop windows we do uni find that
granting these licenses opeus up very
much of an industry as fav as this Stale
15 concerned. In regard to the Licens-
ing Bill I expected from the member for
Fremautle a great difference of opinion
ahont compensation as compared with
myself, but to a large degree we are in
accord. T realise that justiee is a virtue
as well as temperance, and it is neces-
sary in dealing with n question such as
this we should do justice to those who
put their money into the buildings which
are in existence. I must express my re-
gret thai the Government are not at the
present time proceeding with the sewer-
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age works at Fremantle in the manner
we had expected. We are told, accord-
ing to the (Governor’s Speech, that the
work 1s going ahead, very rapidly as far
as Perth is coneerned, and in many paris
of Perth the work.is drawing to a com-
pletion, while in Fremantle, after baving
the principal sewerage works and the
septie tank econstrueted, the work has
practically ceased; the retienlation work
or tributaries, which would make the
service effective, are not heing gone on
with. This work should go on in con-
Jjunetion with the other work; there is
no use delaying the work at Fremautle.
People want ihe work gone on with at
onee, and I hope it will be done. There
is one matter J would like tu refer
to, dealing with the charity issned by
the Government. I expected to see a
very large decrease this year in the
amount voted for charities owing to the
old-age peunsion scheme having been
brought inte exisience. I am afraid the
old people of the State have not had that
eonsideration in regard to old-age pen-
sions which they are entitled to. Many
-cases have been brought under my notice
in which great diffienlty has been ex-
perienced by people in getting pensions
under the Old-Age Pensions Act, and
‘after a good deal of fighting and worry
some have succeeded in petting a por-
tion and others have bheen blocked en-
tirelv. T will give one instance, which
I think T mentioned previously, to show
that the Old-Age Pensions Aet has not
hoen administered in a way that it shounld
be. An old man who has been a pioneer
in the North-West, I believe he is known
well to Ministers, received from the
State Government 10s. a week, that was
from the Charities Vote, and he also re-
ceived some little rations, and a few
months ago the Premier kindly put up a
room for him to live in. When the old-
age pension scheme eame into force this
man was told by the Charities Depart-
ment that he must apply for an old-age
pension 50 as to relieve the Government
of the pension which they were paying
him. The old man did se. The State
Government had been charitable to this
man in giving him rations as well zs 10s.
a week, bul those in charge of the old-
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age pensions scheme reduced the amount
of pension payable io this man by 1s. 6d.
a week becaunse he was receiving rations.
This old pioneer to-day is 92 years of
are, and I am pleased to state that the
Government officers saw the injustice,
and they have paid this man 3s. a fort-
night to make up the difference in the
amount which the Federal Government
pay. It is time, now that we realise our
Charities Vote is not decreasing owing lo
the old-age pensions, that the Govern-
ment should make some increase and see
that the people are justly treated by the
Federal Parliament. The Premier, when
speaking to-night, referred to the Land
Aect previous to 1906, and he pointed out
that large areas of land could be taken
vp under that Aet. We cannot get
away from the faet that the present
Federal Government will have the pos-
sibility of removing the privileges that
exist under our Land Act previous to
1906, because, according to a Bill which
is to be passed by the Federal Govern-
ment, those persons holding 30,000 or
40,000 acres of land will have to pay a
fairly good land tax or subdivide their
land. No doubt this will be of benefit to
the State if some of the large areas are
subdivided. I only want to say in con-
clusion that I trust the Treasurer, in
bringing down his Loan Bill at the end of
the session, will not only provide for the
loan which he intends to redeem, but
will also inelade an amount of money to
carry out a work in the interests of the
State, that is the building of a railway
on the South side of the Swan river.

On motion by Mr, Seaddan, debate ad-

. journed.

House adjourned at 9.21 pm.




